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(Or the living without GOD in the World) 


A commoner Six than thought of. 
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The 6 of THREE 


PREACHED IN THE 


Pariſh Church of Bexley in Kent, in 7uly,1 748. 
To which is prefixed, A 


* 8K B FF A QC 


SHEWING, 


Tha De rs u, together with the formal outward 
Profeſſion of the Goſpel, is all the Religion that is 
(generally ſpeaking) left among us. — Its [nconj;/t- | 
ency and Trefficacy, notwithſtanding, in a Chr! tian | * 
Country; — and that it is the E fect of Popiſn | 
Diſpoſitions and Tenets /i remaining among us, 
being ſo cloſely connected with Por ER. 


By HENRY PIERS, M. A. Fes > 


of the Pariſh, and ſometime Student of W 
College, Du LIN. 


A; e not nee Ewils come upun us, Jecanſe GOD :: mt among 
e ni, 17. 


— 6 che intolerable Load 


Of Nature, waken'd to purſue 
The Footſteps of a diſtant GOD, 
Till Faith heth form'd the Soul anew! - 
*T5s Death, tis worſe than Death, to bear: 


— 


1] cannot lire, till GOD is here, alter $ Hymne. 
3 "L 0 N &-#: | 
Printed for M. Coor ER in Paternofter-Row ; and fold 4 


by 2 TRYE near Gray's Jun Gate, Halborn ; and as 
Bexzey i in Kent. _ MDCCXLV III. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
The Six following Sermons, by the Author of 


this, are fold by Mr. Trye, at Gray's Inn 


Gate, Holborn, viz. 


Chriflmas-day, 1741. 
A Viſitation Sermon, preached (in part) before the 


Right Worſhipfal the Dear of the Arches, at Sevenoaks | in 


| Kent, the 2 1ſt Day of May, 1742. 


- A Sermon preached at Bexley, on the Faſt-Day, April 
the 11th, 1744. 


A Thankſgiving Sermon for the Suppreſſion * the 
Rebellion, on Oh gth of October, 1746. 


True Wiſdom from above: Or, Chriſtianity (Unction) 


the beſt Underſtanding in Matters of Religion. A Ser- 
mon preached at Eaj? Wickham in Kent, the 16th of 
March, 1745-6, at the Funeral of Mrs. Mary Goader, 
late of Wellend | in that Pariſh, 


Infidelity the Ruin of a mon Or, Unbelief the dam- 


wing Sin. A Sermon preach on the Faſt-Day, 
February the 37th, 1747- -8 e 


Sermon on the New Birib, — at Bexley on 


(i) 


— 


” 
„ . 


— — — — — 


PREFACE. 

8 this Preface was offered to an eminent 
Journaliſt for Publication, who ſeems to 
have more Concern for Religion (ſhall I 
ſay the Chriſtian?) than his Brother- Wri- 


ters, and was rejected by him; I chuſe to publiſh it, 
(not at alt curtailed, but ſomewhat enlarged). with 


my Requeſt to him for ſuch Publication, and his Rea- 


ſons, both concealed and avowed. for denying it a 
Place in his Paper. His concealed Reaſons, I will 


venture to ſay, are what keep many, many from boldly 


confelſing the Truths of the Goſpel, viz. Fear of Man, 
Singularity, Dread of „ e his Apprebenſions of 
loo ing his Character, — his Bifſiueſs; his being aſhamed 
to confeſs CHRIST before Men, the Fear of Perſecu- 
tion, or other Evils that generally follow ſuch Con- 


Fellion; other-where called Faitb. His avowed Rea- 


ſons are as follow: | 3 

It ſeems then, “ His firſt Duty, as a Journaliſt, is 
© to the Generality of his Readers, whom he muſt 
ce ſtudy to oblige.” Now does not this imply, that 
the Generality of his Readers would be offended to be 
told, that Dim is — a damnable Sin they are ana- 
wakened to! and that there are ſo many Deifts amo 


them, under the Name and Guiſe of Chriſtians? A 
bad Sign th7s. | | 


Secondly, „ They would not thank bim for 
& meddling with religious 3 (I think a 
Queſtion that touches the very Vitals of Chriſtianity, 
| AS is 
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*  cuch Profaneneſs, Immorality, Injuſtice, Profuſeneſs, 


(iv) 
is an important one to a Chriſtian Writer, and what 
every Chriſtian Reader would thank him for giving a 
Place to: Otherwiſe [proceeds he] than as they 
< regard the Civil Conſtitution.” Now I thought, 
that the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution of Eng- 
land are ſo cloſely connected, that whatſoever con- 
cerns the one, mult really affect the other. And in- 
deed, this appears in Fact among us. For as the 
Foundations of the Eccliſiaſtical Conſtitution, (here- 
mentioned) are out of courſe, if not buried in Obli- 


vion and Contempt; the State, that is, the whole 


Body of the People (as a Community) is not ſatisfied 
and happy; to ſpeak as modeſtly as may be, of our 
preſent Circumſtances. 

And yet I will be more bold, and ſay, that the 
Grand Miſtake of Deiſm for Chriſtianity, (and in 
this Senſe I underſtand Deiſm through the Whole, 
even the Miſtake of natural for revealed Righteouſ- 
neſs, —of Civilization for Union, — the Miſtake of 
bare human Sufficiency for the Powers of the Goſpel) 
is the /atent Cauſe of all the Grievances and Suffer- 
ings we complain of. If any are ſ far, (or, in the 
highet Degree) Deiſts, as to deny the Divinity of 
GOD OUR SAVIOUR, I make no Scruple to call 
ſuch Heathens; as denying the Foundation, the — 
great MysTERY oF GoDLINEss, — GOD ma- | 
NIFESTED, or revealed in the Fleſh : Or rank Ido- 
lators, if they join in the Service of our Church, in- 
aſmuch as they cannot, in ſo doing, but give that 
Honour and Worſhip to a Creature (in their Opi- 
nion) which is due only to GOD. For the Church 
of England acknowleges, ** That the Godhead of 
&« the FATHER, and of the Son, and of the Hol 
« Gos r, is all one, the Glory equal, the Majeſty 
«© co-eternal.” This Miſtake then, of Deiſm for 
' briſttanity, is what occaſions not only in general, 


and 


6 

and unprecedented Wickedneſs of all Kinds in the 
Land; but (not to mention GOD's Judgments in 
civil and foreign War, Famine of the Word*®, Re- 
bellion, and Murrain among our Cattle) ſuch Dif- 
guſts, Diſquiets, Diſlikes as to the Admini/tration, — 
ſuch Diſorders as are complained of, (I take not upon 
me to ſay how juſtly) in the good, grave, ſerious, 


religious, diſintereſted Perſonages, who are (ſubor- 


dinately) at the Head of Affairs: Who, (to expreſs 
my yet greater Concern) were they real Chriſtians, 
or as Chriſtian as they who are called fo, ſhould be; 
they would attend continually upon this very Thing, the 
maintaining of Truth,” —the Truth as it is in JE- 
SUS, or, (as our Church expreſſes it again) The 
« Puniſhment of Wickednefs and Vice (even in high 


© Places) to the Maintenance of GOD's true Reli- 


ce gion,” —the everlaſting Goſpel of Jesus ChRIST, 
that Power of GOD to Salvation ! Were they realy 
and truly Chriſtian, or ſpiritually endued, (as our 
Church prays for them) with Grace, M iſdom, and 
Underſtanding : They would acknowlege that they are 
placed in Authority for this End, that hey may be- 
come 4g pane and that we may lead quiet and 
peaceable Lives, in all Gedlineſs and Honeſty, as being 
good and acceptable in the Sight of GOD ouR Savi- 
OUR : They would find, that, inſtead of this endleſs 
Murmur, and Cavil, and Uneaſineſs, all Men would 


ſubmit unto them as the Ordinance of Man 2 the 


Lord's ſake, — as unto Governors ſent by the King as 
SUPREME, for the Puniſhment of evil Doers, and for 
the P raiſe of them that do well. | | 

Yea, I will be yet more bold, and fay, that till 
the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt is received, that is, con- 


formed to in this Land, and delivered from the dead 


Weight of being reconciled with worldly Cuſtoms and 
| =” 


Amos viii. 11. 


A 3 


Maxims, 
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- | ( V1 ) a 
Maxims, (for indeed He ſpoke the Truth, who ſaid, | 
« Ye cannot ſerve GOD and Mammon, ) till the 
Goſpel have Power,—till its Spirit be breathed among 
us, there will be a * happy Conſtitution”? (enjoyed) 
neither in Church nor State; and that till all Popiſh 
Maxims and Tenets (what our ConsTITU TION, the 
Articles, and Homilies labour at!) are plucked up by 
the Roots, Men muft be Deiſts: For fo groſs is the 
Folly, Superſtition, and Idolatry of the Church of 
Rome, that every Perſon of good Senſe in that Com- 
munion (precluded the Scriptures of GOD) muſt be 
a:Deaft.. | 

Thirdly, “ He will meddle with no religious Dif- 
6 putes but ſuch as are argumentative againſt Popery, 
4 and againſt Luxury and Vice in general.” Now 
that this is the very Drift of both Preface and Diſ- 
courſe, I appeal to the Judgment of all ſober Readers. 
But a Word of Information and Advice to him, and 
I have done. | | | 
I do tell him then, that he has never yet hit the 
Mark,—that he has never yet ſet his Axe (though 
heen it be) to the Root of that Evil he is fo troubled 
at, and complains ſo much of: For that he has never 
yet found out, that the Want of the Goſpel among a 
People profeſſing It, — the Want of a Chri/tian Spirit, 
—the Want of what the World Vi calls, ** Foolifh- 
e neſs of * Preaching,” the Scarcity and Singula- 
rity of Preachers of Righteouſneſs 4, - of Proclaim- 
ers + of the Goſpel: I mean not (barely) moral 
Haranguers 


er i. 8, 21, 38;.: TO 
+ + Aixaiwouvrn; Knprk, „ 5. implies 50¹ b 
the glorious Character of a Herald from the King of Kings, 
333 Pardon and Peace to returning, ſubmiſſive Re- 
els; of an Apoſtle, of a true Miniſter of the Ge/pel / 
calling Sinners (not the Righteous but) damned Sinners to 
Repegtance, and Faith; and then telling them (with 
© Ss Fo We Commiſſion 


| (vii) 
Haranguers pro Virtute, contra Vitium — the Want 
of a true Proteſtant Spirit in a Proteſtant Churcb; or 
the Want of the REFORMATION among the RE- 
FoRME D, — in a Word, the Want of CHRISTIA“ 
NITY, is the Cauſe (infandus dolor ! ) of all our goli- 
tical, as well as moral and temporal Evils. And that 
till Chriſtianity is replaced in the room of uſurping 
Dciſm,—till thoſe, 5* who prefeſs and call themſelves 
ſuch,” are realy and truly Chriſtian : There will be 


Unfaithfulneſs and Knavery, Peculation and Bribery, 


Corruption and Diſſoluteneſs, Luxury and Extrava- 
gance, in all States of Life: For that Goſpel- grace 
and Love can alone remedy that Luſt, that rapacious 
Selfiſnneſs, the Source of theſe Evils: And that poor 
weak Deiſm, for Nature ſtill It is, (though much 
cheriſhed and countenanced It be!) cannot ſtand the 


Torrent. | | 
\ I adviſe him as a Friend, for I ſtill think he has 
more Concern for ſome Sort of Religion than his Bro- 


Commiſſion) that GOD pardoneth and abſolveth them;” 
tiat ** the reſt of their Lives thereafter may be pure and 
holy, / that at the laſt they may come to his eternal 
« Toy, through JESUS CHRIST our Lord.” Do /cme 
(think we?) who repeat this Form, know what they are 
called to, or underſtand what they /ay, when the Drift of 
their Diſcourſe, (a litrle after) is quite the Revere; tell- 
ing their Audience, that they are not to be ſaved b 

Faith,—not to be ſaved becauſe GOD has ſent his SPI- 
RIT into their Hearts, and MADE them penitent and be- 
lieving, through the Merits of CHRIST : But becauſe 
they are ſo w/e, fo prudent, ſo good of themſelves; and 
on account of their Yorks : May we not preſume then, 


from ſuch Declamations, for I cannot call them Preachineg 


(to proclaim, and invite to, the Goſpel, is to preach) that the 
Anthors of them, would not az all execute the Cffice of 


a Preacher, that is, tell their People, that GOD ro- 


GLIVETH them their Sins; but that they are compelled to 


ſtick to FORM ? Such Good does even the dead Letter 
of our Liturgy ! 1 | 


ther 


(viii) 
ther-Writers. I adviſe him, to ſave him labour in 
vain,—to ſave him a great Deal of Sweat and Trou- 
ble, which (otherwiſe) he will never live to ſee an 


End of. I adviſe him to labour with thoſe who are 


heartily concerned for the CHRISTIAN Religion, — 
for the Honour of CHRIST our GOD ! and his holy 
Goſpel. I do not mean all who are ſtigmatized Me- 


thodifts ; for ſame of them (I grieve to ſay it, and wiſh 


I could draw a Veil over them; but Truth is not to 


be ſacrificed even to Charity itſelf) ſome of them are 
but almoſt Chriſtian — do not receive CHRIST JnsUS 
the Lord, nor walk in him, (our modern Gnoſticks, — 
the haſtily-juſtified, without Conviction, or before 
Repentance,—the Predeſtinate, on the natural Prin- 
ciples of ffrong Imagination and Self love, without 
the Marks and Evidence“ of ſuch Predeflination, 
—even Sanctification of the SPIRIT, unto * Obedi- 
Ence, and Conformity to the Image of CyrIsT®F,— 
the Maintainers of an abſolute, irreſpective, uncondi- 
tional, unaffefting, unchanging, unoperative, mecha- 
nical Goſpel [as they cauſe me to ſay] — Wood, Hay, 
Stubble !—our Antinomians, without Law to GOD, 
nor under the Law to CHRIST j). Some of whom 
mean nothing, — mean neither preſent Salvation from 
Sin, (from this preſent evil World ||) wrought in us 
by JESUS; nor the Unction of Prophet, Prieſt, and 


King, by CHRIST. TI adviſe him to labour with 
| thoſe few 8 


( Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vaſto) 


who are doing what little they can, (and it may be, 
the Lord will work for us, for there is no Reſtraint to 


* 1 Pet. i. 2. Rom. viii. 29. 2 Theſſ. ii. 13. 

+ 1 Cor. iii. 12. | —— ix. 21. Gal. vi. 2. 
Gal. i. 4. 98 
| the 
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2. 


he 


(in) 


the Lord, to SAve by many or by few) who are doing 


what they can to reſtore the Couſtitution of the Church, 
— that Hall of Brafs againſt Deiſm, Popery, and 
Antiuomianiſm even thoſe Articles, and Hemilies, 
and SPIRIT of the Liturgy 8, (peculiarly breathed in 
Her Divine Offices of Bafti/m and Confirmation : ) 
For ALL which the Church of England is acknow- 
leged by all reformed Churches, to be the BULWARK 
OF THE REFoRMATIoONn. I adviſe him, I ſay, to 
caſt in his Lat with, and join thoſe, who, in Confor- 


mity to the Church of England, are earneſtly contend- 


ing for the FAITH ence delivered to the Saints, —are 
ſtriving for the Re/loration of the Goſpel,—the Com- 
ing of the Kingdom of GOD with Power, —or GOD's 


ſaving Power in the Hearts and Lives of Men, over 


the Devil and Sin, For then, and then only, may 


$ Are there not many who ſay ** our Liturgy,” with- 
out entering into the Spirit of It? And is not this evident 
from the dead Manner in which It is (ſometimes) per- 
formed? For Inſtance ; Exhortation, Confeſſion, Prayer. 
Abſolution, or our Church's Manner of proclaiming the 
Goſpel, (which is no Prayer as moſt think) Interceſſion, 
Supplication, Reading the Leſſons, ard Thankſgiving — 
In her Office of Baptiſn, the ſeveral Exhortations to the 
People and Sponſors, the Stipulation ; Prayer; the proper 


ſcriptural Exorc/m; the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt as 


well as Vater; the receiving the Baptized : All in the 
ſame dull Tone, without Emphaſis or Life ? Indeed what 
one ſaid, is true, That the Liturgy of our Church is not 
© to be underſtood, but on thoſe Goſpel Principles, which 
&* this anbe/ieving Age has found out a new Name of 
„ Reproach for.” It / breathes the Spirit it is derived 
from, that no Man can drink into It, but he that is taught 


of GOD,— but He, whoſe Underftanding is opened by 


CHRIST, to underſtand his Scriptures, Luke xxiv. 45. 
But alas ! the Spirit of our Liturgy is fled after the Go- 
ſpel, Dei/m has drove them bath out of our Land 


he 


— „ nn 
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(x) 


he fee the Throne eflabliſhed in Righteouſneſs, and true 
Judgment MENISTERED f the People. | 


4 Dear Sir! 


To the Author of the —— 


* 


EE you not that Deiſm, that is, a poor Mi- 
) mickry of Natural Religion, or the Law f 
Nature, both out of Place, and unprattiſed, is the 
Sin of our Day? — that Unbelief, the Sin of Sins! 
the Sin of our good People (generally ſpeaking 
—the Sin that our People, in general, are ana- 
wakened to, or the undreamt-of Sin, (if all may 
come in, even under that poor Mitigation) that 


has thruft the Goſpel of JesUs CHRIST out of 


our Land? And that GOD is angry at this ac- 
curſed Thing in the miaſi of us? 


He pleaſed then, Good Sir, to give this a Place 


in your next Paper, if it may be. I have the 
greater Hopes of obtaining this Favour, as I have 
(agreeable to your own, or Correſpondent's, juf? 
Concern ) endeavoured a'ſo to account for the 
Subſiſtence and Growth of Popery amongſt us; and 
haw It may, moſt probably, be put to a Stand, 
and ſuppreſſed in Time, without Popiſh Force: It 
is deſigned as a Preface to a Diſcourſe now ſent to 


the - Preſs, intitled, Atheiſm, or the living without 
' GOD in the World, a commoner Sin than thought 
of. You'll oblige, | 


* 


Sir, 
A conſtant Reader, 


« And all your Correſpondent E—s Friends.“ 


(1) It 


) It 


Gal. i. 2. 


(1) WT is quite needful to conſider (what I fear 
1 many do not) what Times, or Days, we live 
in. whether Heathen, Jewiſh, or Chriſtian ? 
— W hat Diſpenſation we are under; whether Reaſen 
(unaſhited) or Law, or Grace? For a Miſtake here may 
be very fatal. —almoit as fatal as the taking It for grant - 
ed, that a Man is a Chriſtian when realy he is not. 
(2) A Def, for Inſtance, ſo miſtaken, baptized 
in the Name, or Ix ro the Lord Feſus Chriſt, (as di- 
vinely inſpired Writers ſpeak $) is a very inconſiſtent 
Character. A Deiſt among Chriſtians, or in a Chri- 
ſtian Country, is like a fair Exotic, that, tranſplanted 
from its natural Soil, never comes to Perfection; nor 
attains its End: Is neither beautiful nor fruitful. A 
Deift, miſtaking that human Wiſdom, by which the 
World knew not GOD *, in the Days ot bare an- 
aſſiſted Reaſon: Or, if it knew GOD, expreſſed it 


'oadly, in the Similitude of a Calf that eateth Hay,. 


miſt:king, I ſay, the Suffictency of human Wiſdom, 
in Things pertaining to GOD ; for the Teachings of the 
SPIRIT of GOD, —miſtaking logical Inferences for 
the /criptural n[x®-+: I he Demonſtrations of the 
SPIRIT +,— laborious Deductions of Science faiſly 
fo called, for BELIEVE AND BE SAVED; — 
miſtaking “ eternaF moral Obligations and “ Fit» 
c neſſes of Things, for what the ſimple Chriſtian 
{taught of GOD) expreſſes better, by Love to GOD 
and Man By the 775 and ſecond Table of the Law, 
— Miſtaking the Wiſdom of Fords, or the — 
Words of Man's Miſdom, (aſcending !—deſcending 1 
when the Word may be nigh him, even in his Mauth, 
and in his Heart) that, I ſay, not perplexing and tor- 


_ turing the Underſtanding of thoſe, who though they 


* Cor. i. 21. 
+ Rom. x. 6, 7, 8. 


can 


++ Heb. xi. 1. 1 Cor. ii. 4. 


— —— 
— — — 


| = .. 
can neither argue, nor infer, can (when convinced by 
the SPIRIT of their Wants) pray for both Repentance 
and Faith, and accordingly be turned from Sin, and 
be ſaved : — Extravagant Self- ſufficiency! Under all 
theſe Miſtakes, this Diſputer of this World is, not- 
_. withſtanding, wiſe in his own Conceit ! nay, a Dei/t 
in the Pride of his Philoſophy, (to him all in all, 
without that Grace that alone enableth the Believer 
both to will and de) miſtakes both the Country he 
lives in, and the People whom he would inſtruc. 
Indeed, a Deift, under the Sound of the Goſpel, 
miſtakes h:mſelf, in thinking that he is a Chri/tian ; 
for, in Fact, he is little better than an Atheiſt, as in 
a Chriſtian Country he lives without the REVEALED 
GOD ; little better than an Atheiſt, farther than that 
he may be, if he ſticks to, and acts upon, the Prin- 
ciples of right Reaſon ; which, alas! he often does 
not, nor indeed (in ſuch a Situation) can he, for 
GOD proſpers him not. —A Dez}, I ſay, under the 
Light of the Goſpel, is little better than an Athieſt, 
farther than (if conſiſtent with his eto-· adopted Scheme) 
he may be a decent, if not a good, Member of the 
Commonwealth; which ( plainly ſpeaking) is the 
Sum-total (the Motives too being ſelfiſh, —Reputation 
and Intereſt) of ſome Men's Religion ; though to a 
Believer, acting upon better and ſtronger Principles, 
it be but 2 Part. A Dei, for 1 diſtinguiſn (you 
ſee) between him and a moral good Heathen; is a 
Perſon who enjoying, or who may enjoy, the Bleſ- 
ſings and Powers of Chriſtianity, (that is, the Anoint- 
ing of the Spirit of GOD) ſeeks, notwithſtanding, 
to recommend himſelf, (if at all ſenſible , that he 
has forfeited it) ſeeks, I ſay, to recommend himſelf 


1 Col. fl. 8. | 
* Who told thee that thou waſt naked ? ſaid GOD to 
Adam. | | 5 Le ok EF 


2 to 


to GOD's Favour, (neglecting, if not contemning, 


that Grace which alone can do it for him) by ſome 


good Thing, which, through the Ignorance of his 


own Heart, ee he can do of himſelf; or by 


avoiding ſome Evil, the outward Commiſſion of which 
may, in ſome Sort, or for a Time, be reſtrained (and 
but reſtrained) on the one Talent of Reaſon and Re. 
flection: He is one who thinks to ſave himſelf ſrom 
ſpiritual and eternal Death, if I may ſuppoſe him ts 
have any Notion of theſe important Truths; for in- 
deed they are revealable only by the ReprovingSpirit : 
If he believes at all that he himſelf, and all Man- 


kind, died in Adam; — if he feels at all, or laments 
that Fault of every Man, who is naturally engen- 
dered of the Off-ſpring of Adam, whereby he is very 


far gone from his original Righteouſneſs, and is of His 
own Nature inclined to Evil, and therefore deſerveth 
GOD's Wrath and Damnation. He is one that thinks 


to ſave himſelf, I ſay, (or at leaſt he is worthy for 


whom JESUS ſhould do this ! ) by ſome “ moral 
& neſs,” —ſome Excellence in himſelf, or ſome Me- 
rit of his Deeds. | 

(3) © But, ſure, no Man thinks ſo? Alas! I 


fear, every one does; (for is he not ** a GOD him- 


c ſelf? ” ſay the unawakened Writers on the Law 


of Nature, as well as the Devil“) every one does, 
who (unreproved as he is, and knowing not himſelf 


through Grace) looks to be ſaved by any Thing but 


the free Gift, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks; or for any other 


Reaſon, but that he is 4% and damned, and that JE- 
SUS (and if he is FESUS he confeſſedly ſaves from 


ſome dreadful Evil) died ts ſave ſuch ||. In fine, a 


Deiſt is one that, having his Underſtanding dark- 


x f ohn XVI. 8. . 25 ö Rom. Vi. 9. 4 
Gen. iii. 5. DEUS inde Ego! Hor. 
Matth. i, 21, — xvii. 11. — 
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ened 1, and that peculiarly becauſe he will not advert 
to the Light, which, otherwiſe, would enlighten him; 


and being alienated from the Life of GOD f, through 


the Ignorance that is in him , becauſe of the Blind- 
neſs 4 of his (natural) Heart; thinks he can deal Life | 


and Salvation to himſelf, as (he finds) he can the 
good Things of this World; and looks to be, (as 


the Poet, who could know no better, ſays) 
4 


mn ſeipſo totus teres atque rotundus, 


all-ſufficient of, and to himſelI. 


(4) And yet, (having obtained h Miniſtry, and 


having ſuch Hope) we uſe great Plainneſs of Speech, | 


and ſay,—(QO that my Head were Waters, and mine | 
Eyes a Fountain of Tears, that I might weep Day and 


Night for the Slain of the Daughter of my People l) 
| Yea, we ſay,—(O! that it might not be ſaid ! )— 
that this Dei/m is all the little Religion that is left 


(generally ſpeaking) among our good People, 


(5) Whereas the Chriftian, who conſiders what | 
Days he lives in the Believer, (as 1 wiſh all who 


are ſo called, did)—who ſees and enjoys the Diſpen- 


ſation he is under — who being guictened and taught 
of GOD, and by the Un#1on of His SPIRIT, knows 


his own Heart, (for no leſs Power or Light .can do 
this) is Perſon, in Preparation for the Goſpel, is 
plainly convinced || by the ſame Spirit, that he is al- 

. , * FI » > 5 £ together 


111 t Unpardonable Affront to human Wiſdom ! 


Who dare to ſay ſo but an Apoſtle? But is the Apoſtle 


himſelf excuſed for having fo faid ? 5 
{| ®whbac, UD, and {ach like paſſive Participles, 
made uſe of by St. Paul, ſhew the Agency of that Divine 
Srisir (though /e/-righteous Deęiſts /peak againſt bim in 
every Particular thereof) in the Work of Salvation, - 
that SPIRLT proceeding from the FATHER: and the you, 
WAIC 
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| (IV.) 
together become abominable, — that there is no good 


Thing in Him, but all Evil, —that his very inward, 
as well as outward Parts, are all Wickedneſs ; and 
therefore feels his Want of CHRIST, and accord- 
7 ingly through Faith built on the Premiſes of GOD, 


applies to THE SAVIOUR, to be redeemed from the 
Hell of Sin, — to be bleſſed by being turned from his 
Iniquities *, — to be both ju/tified and ſanttified, that 
is, ſaved; for his Redeemer is JESUS *; or he ſues 
to the Lamb of GOD, to take away his Sins, their 


$ Guilt and Pollution: He clearly ſees, that he could as 


8 


well make himſelf out of the Duft of the Ground at 


| firſt, as now that he is, through his Fall, oN MADE, 
create himſelf anew; and ſo, by Grace, is directed 
to look up to Him who can firſt diſpoſe him for the | 
7 Bleſſing, by that lively Knowlege of himſelf, called 
1 Repentance ; and then confer the Bleſſing, by making 
1 him again, or renewing him after the Image of Him 
that created him; that created him (at firſt) 14 Righ- 


| teouſneſs and true Holineſs +. 


(6) I cannot, I hope, be ſo miſunderſiood in this 


| Diſcourſe, as to depreciate natural 2 much 


leſs to oppoſe Faith to Reaſon, or Rea 


on to Faith, 


as ſome unhappily do: For bowever ſuperior the one 
be to the other, there is neither Oppoſition nor Con- 


tradition to the truly rational, taught of GOD ; but 
they both coincide to the Glory of the Giver ; and it is 
not right Reaſon that St. Paul ſpeaketh againſt ; for 
no Man reaſoneth more ſtrongly, —no Heathen Ora- + 
tor, even in thoſe Epiſtles which our Antins mians 
(crept in unawares, and turning the Grace of GOD 


which (as our Church fſay:) giveth a rig Judgment in all 


1 Things, —all Things concerning our Awakening, Con- 


verſion, Repentance, Pardon of Sin, Peace, and Hol:- 
neſs of Heart. | 

V * AQs 111, 26. Matth. i. 21. 
e B 2 


+ Eph. iv. 24. 
int? 
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into Laſciviouſneſs /) wreſt to their own Deſtruction , 
no Heathen Orator,. can infer one Thing from ano- 
ther with greater Demonſtration aad Clearneſs of 
Argument than he does, Conformity to CHRIST, and 


drinking into the Goſpel, — that is, Holineſs of Heart 


and good Torts, from that very Faith which ALONE 
juſtifieth. It is not right Reaſon, I ſay, that Saint 
Paul ſpeaketh againſt, but the Abuſe of Reaſon, or 
Reaſon judging unreaſonably, as it always does, when 
it preſumes to lift up itſelf againſt Revelation, —carnal 
Reaſonings *, — that HIGH Thing f,—the Devil's 
independent Subtlety! which exalteth itſelf againſt the 
Knowlege of GOD : Whereas right Reaſon duely in- 


formed by the Divine AiyS-, bringeth into Captivity 


every Thought to the Obedience of CHRIST, And 
though ſome ignorant Enthuſiaſts, blinded by the De- 
vil, who always delights to drive his Vaſſals into Ex- 
zremes, (ſometimes into the Fire, and ſometimes into 
the Water) though they think to exalt Chriſtianity on 


the Ruins of right Reaſon, what better, alas! do 
they ſay in Effect, than that Chriſtianity is an unreg- 


ſonable Religion? 


(7) No: I think I have proved natural Religion 
to be a gracious Bleſſing from GOD: But then (the 


fame be ſaid of | quay Works) in its proper Place, 
that is, among ſuch as have no Poſſibility of coming at 


the /itll greater Bleſſing, the Word of the Lord,. 


the Word of Promiſe, —his Word with Power! Re- 


VELA'TION. And even among thoſe that have Free 


Fer. iii. 25, 16. 


— 


* Aja; ſo the Word might be tranſlated, rather 


than “ Imaginations.*”” And what thoſe aoſioua, Rea- 
fonings, were he tells us farther, even 


T liz» dona, the Devils arrogant Knowlege, or in- 


dependent Subtlety! emaicluny KAI Tr yructws Te Oe. 
5. 
| ad 
Acceſs 
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Acceſs to the Fountain of Grace, that is, Chriſtians 
(in whoſe Heart alſo %s Law is written) let it till 
be ſubject to, and take its Power both in Heart and 


Life trom the Geſpel. Let us not compliment it, as 


a Nicodemus, who, through Shame of CHRIST and 
hi Goſpel, came to FESUS by Night, —a Scribe,—a 
Maſter in Ijra!l,—a great Divine has done, (at the 
Expence of the Goſpel) in ſaving, that“ the Goſpel 
„is no more than a Republication of the ee of 
„ Nature;*” {or it is a great deal more INDEED ! But 
let us both think, and ſay, that this Law is weak through 
the Fliſb *; — that by the Deeds thereof ns Flesh can 
be juſt ified i in GOD's Sight x. And, becauſe it was 
weak, or (as the Apoſtle means) the Freſh weak 19 it, 
and that Man could not be ſaved, but in Subjection to 


3O0D's Will, —his Law+, {for in this coufiſted his 


| Happineſs, as well as of the angelick and inferior 


Nature ) THEREFORE, among others Reaſons of 
Grace, Wiſdom, and Love, GOD ſet his own Son 
in the Likeneſs of fr ful Fleſh *, or CHRIST came on 
purpoſe to fulfil it, [a> oa] to give it its Fulneſs, 
—to ſupply its Deficiency through the Fall, - to en- 
able Man (when firſt ju/7ified, or well pleaſed with 
him in his Son) to fulfil it. For though it be helj, 
Juſt, and good; Man is unable, and fold under Sin. 
But when redeemed from this [ncapacity, — when 
ſaved from the Vaſlalage of the Devil and Sin; he 
loves his REDEEMER tf, being ſenſible that GOD 
firft loved himſelf 4 ; and, in Proportion to this Love, 
he has Power, and obeys. 

(8) O my Countrymen, (if ye are Chriſtians in- 
deed) Partakers of CHRIST ! Partakers of the HO- 


* * Rom. viii. 3, — ji. 20. 

+ + Will our Autinomians give me Leave to ſay ſo? 

t Lake vii. 47. Rom. v.5, ——. Xii. 10. 
1 John iv. 19. — 
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*LY GHOST | Partakers of the Benefit! Partakers 
of the heavenly Calling! Let us avoid the fatal Rock 


of Deiſm, - that human Fuſtification, that Contempt 


of GOD's revealed Righteouſneſs in JESUS CHRIST, 
—that Si againſt the Goſpel ! on which ſo many 
reputable, good People have periſhed. Let us not /o 


miſtake the End of all Law, (much leſs of this) and 
from 0D (nw) to an offenfrve impotent Creature! 
as to think it can juſtify, —juſtify Man in his preſent 
Circumſtances ! —before the Grace of CHRIST, and 


the /nſpiration of his SPIRIT, fays YU at ſcriptural 


Church *. No: The Contrary is the Truth, (till, 


through Grace, Law and Love be ſo blended toge- |} 
ther, that they cannot any more be diſtinguiſhed the 
one from the other) even that it condemneth +,— that 
it ſpeaketh Wrath r, — that it ſlayeth + the ſecure Sin- 


ner, who is alive (in the Enjoyment of Sin) with- } 


out it 1 
(9) In a Chriſtian Country then the (bare) Law 


. of Nature, or natural Religion, (Deiſm I rather call 


it, as being an Abuſe of that Law in ſuch a Place) is 
Corruptis optimi, and, if looked upon for Juſtifica- 
tion, or Recommendation to GOD's Favour, fit 
pe/Jima. To fav the beſt of it: Though divine a Gift 


natural Religion (properly circumſtanced) be, /elf- 
rightecus Deiſm is the greateſt Blunder in Chriſtian- 
Divinity, for-it is a Rejection of the Goſpel, and as. 


St. Paul ſpeaks to the Fews, (ſo zealous of their Law) 
it is a putting the Mord of GOD from us 4. It is a 


treading under Foot the Son of GOD, a counting the 


Blod of the Covenant, — that precious Ranſom where- 
by we might alſo be ſan#ified, an unholy Thing, — a 
doing Deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace ;—yea, a /peak- 


* Article XIIT, . 
+++ 2 Cor. if. 9 Rom. iv, 15, — vii, 8,9, 10, 
"7 Av x 47. 


ing 


10, 


ing 


E 
ing againſt Him ! For is it not a Refuſalof the Power 


and Effects of Grace its Awakenings, Convictions, 


Pardon, Peace, Holineſs? Nay, in a Word, Dei ſin, 


or Self- righteouſneſs, in Man's preſent Circumſtances, 
is the very Thing forbidden *, — even the Snatching in 


our ewn Strength, (and that before a proper Diſpoſi- 
tion through Grace; I mean the Submiſſion of the 


Heart under GOD's Correction) a ſnatching, I ſay, 


at the Tree of Life“, in ſpite of GOD's having 
appointed Cherubims to guard it with flaming Swards*, 


I will yet add, and ſpeak more plain (for if I fear the 
Faces of Men I can neither fear GOD, nor be a + 
Servant of CHRIST) in a Proteſtant Church it is the 
1 very Eſſence of Popery, (though not in Ferm yet in 
1 Sub/tance) even SELF-SALVATION BY HUMAN 
1 Works and Merits. 


(10) And indeed, beſides the high Eſteem and 
popularity of Deiſm, there is another Evil among us, 
never-enough-to-be-lamented, which this calls to 
mind, I mean the utter Loſs of the Reformation- 
Spirit, And therefore it is not to be wondered, that 
Popery (notwithſtanding its late Cruſh ) lifts up its 
Head already , for thoſe DoQrines of the Reforma- 
tion which firſt overthrew it, and which may be 
Judged abſolutely needful to the keeping it down ; yea, 
more proper a great deal (unleſs we will fight the 
Pati/ts in their own unchriſtian Way) than Force 
and Perſecution, —thoſe rough Doctrines (the World 
being grown /o very polite) have withdrawn, The 


Flifting up again of the Hydra Head , (if I might not 


more truly have ſaid, the Continuance of Popiſh Te- 


© * * (en. il. 34, #3 3+ - 


+ But an oataw..rd Cruſh in the Suppreſſion of the late 
Rebellion, | 


+ t See Ne inſter Journals, June 4th, and Augu/t 
13 th, 1748, | 1 | | 
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nets and Maxims, is not at all to be marvelled at, 


ſince the DoQtrines of the Reformation (to ſpeak 


more plainly) have not been for ſome Years (nor are 
they, generally ſpeaking, now any longer) preached ; 
and, conſequently, as little received and practiced. 
Nay indeed the nominal Church of England has fo 
out- lived the real, the Church of England has ſo out- 
lived her own Doctrines, that the Generality of both 


Clergy and Latty are quite ignorant of them: For if 


not ſo, Why this Charge of Novelty ? Why this Out- 
cry againſt thoſe that preach them? The Ignorant 
honour vs now as unde/;gnedly as they did our Lord in 
his Days, ſaying FYhat Thing is this? Iſhit new 
Doctrine is this? It puts me in mind (with a fad Ag- 
gravation on our Side) of that Babler ** of old, 
who, becauſe he preached FESUS and the Reſurrec- 
tion,. —Salvation from Sin and its Wages, —Reſurrec- 
tion from the Death of Nature into Newneſs of Life) 
was encountred by the (then) Epicurean and Stoick 
Philoſophers, with May we know what this new Docs 
trine is whereof thou ſpeakeſt © for thou bringeſt cer- 
tain range Things to our Ears *. Indeed a Preacher 
of the Goſpel is looked upon now as a Diſturber of 
Mankind, —an Invader of their Rights and Privileges ; 


that I give him not that glorious Character of old, 


as turning the World upſide down *. 

(11) But to return, if I have digreſſed, What 
Credit are thoſe Doctrines of the Reformation in? I 
mean thoſe Articles and Homilies, (all of them For- 


maly received under the XXXVth Article) What 


Weight are they of among us, farther than by A ent 
and Subſcription, to ſtep on them into Eccleſiaſtical 


 Preferments ? And was this and away” the ft 


and only Intent of them? Or were they not raiher 
deſigned by our firſt Reformers, who ſealed them with 


D 


8 * 8 Acts xvii. 6—9 1 6— 22. 
their 
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their Blood, to be a Summary. of Doctrine, collected 


from the Scriptures, more particularly to be principal 


Heads of aur Preaching to the People? 1 
(12) O then let us ceaſe to tall ſo Se and 
drink ſo zealoufly. for, our happy Conſtitution in 
„ Church” till we mean, ſomething by. Conſtitution. 
For what is it but theſe very Homilies. and Articles (ſo 
much deſpiſed! ) together with her diuine Liturgy? 
Perhaps the letting this People know ſo much, even 
WHAT this realy happy Conſtitution is, may (if it do 
no other Good) put ſome Stop to this non ſenſical and 
wicked Practictde. NY a. 
(13) And O!] that the buiſy Emiſaries of Rome ' 
did not ſee this, and thence take Sid: ages ! for 
may they not reaſonably. hope for Succeſs, when we 
ourſelves are tired and aſhamed of our own Doctrines? 
And may we not hence account for the Subſiſlance 
and Growth of Popery.?—For the bare · ſaced Impu- 
dence of Pepiſb Prieſts and Jeſuits among u? 
(14) But in order to the Hering all Things to 
the /irengthening the Things that remain, and are ready. 
to die, (if we have not a Name oN that we live, 


and are realy dead * ) may. that, Light, which. is ſhed: 


on thoſe who are leaſ? eſtaemed in the Church, ſpread ! . 
May that Miracle again be wrought among us! 
6 bath choſen the fol Things of the World 
e to confound the ii; and GOD hath choſen the 
<< weak Things of the World to confdund the Things 
*« that are mighty; and baſe Things of the World, 
<« and Things that are deſp:ſed, hath GOD choſen,. 


yea, and Things which are nat, to bring to nought 


e Things that are; that no Fleſh. ſhould glory in his 
„ Preſence .“ May the Lord: in bis good Time 
(but indeed uuhen is it that he giveth not Grace ? the 
Fault is therefore altogether in Man) May the Lerd,. 


® Rev. iii. I, 2, : + 1 Cor. 1. 17,.— 31. 


I prays 


I prays reſtore Our Cherch, and ITS Goſpel, (too; 
too long ſuperceded by Deifor ) both which we have 
provoked him again and again (as the Afian Churches 
of old did) to take from us. And indeed has he not 
lately threatned it forely ? Yet who hath ſeen his Sin 
in the Chaſttſement ? though evident it was, as has 
formerly been ſaid n.. Who hath repented? Who 
hath turned 1% Him that ſmote them? Mho hath 


aſked 


Loa a Thenkfgivin Sermon on the gth of OXcher, 
1746, intitled, Religion and Liberty reſcued from Superſii- 
tion and Slaves y, great Subjects of Thankſgiving. Par. 15th. 
The Loſs of the Goſpel- and Reformation-Spirit, (through 
our Neglect, if not Contempt, of ſuch Bleſſin ——ů 
Civil and Foreign War, Rebellion. 22 — 
the being ſmit with Madneſs, and Blindneſs, and Aftoniſh- 
mint of Heart. — the. being the Tail, and not the Hed, 
among the Kingdoms 7 Europe, k Deut xxviii. 15, 28, 
44. ]——Fire in the Heart of our capital City.——and 
2 among our Cattle, are not looked upon by this 

row ta be [Jud gmeat 95 2 haſt conſumed them, Or 
Lor: but they Py refuſed, to receive Correction; they. 


bh mage their Faces harder then a Nock; 3. they have re- 


Fuſed to return !)) GOP myft then ſend a greater, if poſ- 
fible, to: awaken, ſhew them to themſelves, and brin 
them to Repentance, if not punz them. For, „ how- 
ever, (ſays a great Divine) às to particular Perſons, the 
Frovidenees of GO arg promiſcurufy diltributed, lere, 
«. (becauſe there i "A 55 World qf Rewards 4 Pu- 
** niſhments for 4% e Fa wil nen ut as 
«« national. Virtues 1 — 2 with temporal . 
<<: Bleſfings, ſo national Sins m niſhe d with tems 
7 para 15 ments; becauſe pu Hick e Bodies, or Commu- : 
e nities 5 en, can only be rewarded' or puniſhed in 
* this World: For in the next they will have no Exiſt- 
t ence, ar. ſuch.” ; GOD, I ſay, imuſt ſend a greater 
Judgment. And, indeed, is it not probably a coming? 
Are not the Locuſts, which always produce Famine and 
Flas. (a light Matter to many; and to ſome, O 3 

| neſs 
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© aſked for the good Way? — the old Paths +? Ma 


the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, even the ealling and in- 
viting 4% Sinners to Repentance, and then the offer- 
ing THEM (for the ſelf-righteous Phariſees, — the 


_ 2vbole Deiſts t, have not yet Ears to hear) May the of- 
fering THESE Pook the Bleſſings and Powers of the 


Goſpel, [ Pardon, Peace, and Love] be re- eſta- 


bliſhed! 


(15) And, in particular, may we of the Clergy, 


(my dear Brethren! ) be Inftruments in GOD's 


Hands, of procuring theſe Bleſſings to ourſelves and 
People !— a People committed to our Charge ! Let 
u riſe up chearfully to welcome our Church in her 
primitive Conſtitution, And may we /tand' by Her, 


neſs of Heart! a Jeſt and Raree-/bow) are they not ſent 
in their very breeding Seaſon, to be GOD's avenging Ar- 
ny, [Joel ii. 11, 25.] the next Summer? Surely nothin 

but gur Repentance (particularly for our Abuſe of GOD's 
great Goodneſs and Mercies, and repeated Deliverances 


to /uch a People) Nothing but our Repentance can pre- 


vent it. But may his Mercy be magnified herein, and J 
prove a falſe Prophet, with a more Goſpel-Spirit than 
Jonas. And if we be broken in Heart for our NegleQs 
and Omiſſions, as well as actual Sins, — if we return to 
GOD by * forſaking Sin,” (above all our Unbelief) He 

may probably ſend a-wet-and cold Spring, that may de- 
ſtroy them, when hatching. In the mean Time, let us 
look to Him to humble us under BuT the Appearance of 
his Judgments, Let our Superiors in the Church appdint 
a weekly Form of. Humiliation, till GOD ſhall be pleaſed 


. to remove his Wrath. Above all, let us take Care that 


we do not (as ſome have done) ſport with GOD": Plagues, 
but at the Sight (the ft Sight eſpecially) of a Locuſt, 
let us fall on our Knees, and ſay Thy Judgments, O 
* GOD, are juſt! Give us Repentance and Faith in thy 


% gon IESUS; and deal not with us after our Sins, nor 


reward us according to our Iniquities.” 
7 Jer. v1. 36. : ＋ Mar. ii. 17. 


(leaving 
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leaving dle Event to GOD) by Preaching, conſe 
fog Her, and living in her Doctulnes! Let us * 
Her, (I pray GOD ! ) and ſbe will ftand by us; [a 


<] 8 effretual and Chriſtian Way than Penal Laws, 


though never ſo good or well deſigned, and which, 


no Doubt, were intended as the llt Reſource, when 


Political Wiſdom and Prudence calls for their Execu- 
tion; taking it for granted that we, wE ſhould al- 


ways do. our Duty] yea, he will so ſtand by us, 
that the (Gates of Hell, neither Popery nor Deiſm / | 


t 


6 


' hall ever more y prevail againſt oY or us. 


Beale," Beptinber the 
29th, 1748. 
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E PHESIANS the ſecond Chapter, and 


| Part of the twelfth Verſe, 
-- Without GOD in the Worldl 


I. HE Word in the Original is ſtill ſtronger, 
— ſo ſtrong as to be deteſted by many, 
who realy are the Thing, though much 

they diſavow the Name; "Ado © Tv Kig- 
2. Whether there be realy ſuch a Monfter in Na- 

ture as one who believes there is no GOD, is a 

Queſtion juſtly diſputed, for GOD, when he formed 

Man of the Duſt of the Ground, and breathed into 

his Noſtrils the Breath of Life, impreſſed upon him 

ſtrong Ideas of Himſelf, as alſo lively Diſtinctions of 

Good and Evil,—of Virtue and Vice, therefore called 

xc EVOL, common Thoughts, or Conceptions, — 

common Principles of Reaſon, or univerſal. Impreſ- 
ſions on the whole rational or intelligent Nature. So 
that the Gentiles or Heathens, which have. not the 

Law, —neither the written Law of Moſes, nor the 

eaſter Yoke or Law of CHRIST, (that Law of the 

Goſpel, begetting a voluntary, cheerful, and ſweet 

Obedience; as flowing from a Senſe of Pardon, —- 

from his Grace and Love in the Hearts of Believers) 

do yet, by Nature, the Things contained in the 

Law: And therefore theſe, though they have neither 

of the Divinely revealed Laws, are a Law unto them- 


ſelves; ſhewing the Work of the Eaw written in their 


Hearts: Their Conſcience alſo bearing Witneſs, and 
bod: - b 7 their 
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| (26) 
their Thoughts the mean while accuſing or elſe excuſing 


one another Though not ſo ſtrongly, not ſo effectu- 


ally, as to beget either that teen that pungent Senſe 
of the Miſery—of the Damnation of inward Sin, — 
of unholy Tempers, — the Hell of Luſt or Concupi- 
cence; or the Happineſs, - the Heaven of Grace, 
which the Reproving SPIR1T of GOD alone doth, 
when he comes convincing the Soul of Sin, of Righ- 
zeouſneſs, and if Fudgment. Por the moſt improved 
Light of Nature (unaſſiſted by Grace) is very dim, 


if compared with the Enlightenings of the SPIRIT, 


— thoſe [xy] Demonſtrations of the SPIRIT, 
and of Power. Remorſe of Conſcience, which all 
Men have, but ſome very ineffetually, may now and 
then be ſome little Reſtraint to ouzward Sin, but it 
can never reach ſo deep as the Depravity and Malig- 
nity of the Heart. Natural Notions of moral Re&:- 
tude may be ſome faint Excitement to Virtue, but 
not to Grace, and therefore the natural Conſcience, 


(though 


Judice, nemo nocens abſotvitur) 


is not ſufficient to work thoſe wonderful Things in 


the Heart of Man.— Firſt, that Mouth lopping Con- 


viction *, in a true Senſe and full Sight of itſelf; and 
then that Joy of GOD's pardoning = in the For- 
giveneſs of Sin ; or, at leaſt, that /zvely Hope t, 
grounded upon Goſpel Promiſes, which every Believer, 
or one who has a Work of Grace in his Heart, ex- 
periences, with much Confidence ||. | 


* Rom. iii. 19. — vii, 9. 
+ Matth. ix. 2, Gal. iv. 6. | 
1 1 Pets i. 3. || HiAngeÞogia An. 


3. But 


it 
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3. But that there are practical Athieſts, as well as 
Deifts, under the Guiſe and Name of Chriſtians, is 
too fatal a Truth to be denied. — Men both outward- 
ly, as well as inwardly wicked, —ungodly, unjuſt, in- 
temperate, —living in avowed Breach of all relative 
Duties both to GOD and Man—daringly and pre- 
ſumptuouſiy /o! as fearing neither GOD, nor re- 
garding Man, — thinking, if not ſaying, with that 
Unbeliever of old, Mio is the Lord, that I ſhould obey 
bis Voice? Yea, ſay ing in their Heart, (and does not 
their Lives ſpeak louder ?) there is na GOD. Not 
that they can be realy /- perſuaded, for the Reaſon al- 
ready given: But through Hatred to *, Malice and 
Rebellion againft, GOD, —ftopping their Ears againſt 
the Cry of the Law written in their Hearts, and put- 
ting out the Light of the Knowlege of GOD, —of 
His Providences, and Diſpenſations of His Govern» 
ment of the World, —of His Rule in the Kingdony 
of Nature, as well as Grace, —of His Laws, and of 
His Judgments. | | | 

4. So, wilfully putting out his own Eyes, the na- 
tural Man delighteth in Darkneſs, —he walketh in 
Darkneſs, —is happy in Things that tend to Miſery, 
His rebellious Will and ſtrong Paſſions, (which no- 


thing but Grace can withſtand and ſubdue) getting 


the better of his Reaſon and Judgment, that ſo, in 


the Dark, he may execute all the filthy Purpoſes of 


his wicked Heart, without Fear or Controul, — living 
without GOD in the World. 

5. In diſcourſing on the Words I will endeavour 
(with the Aſſiſtance of GOD's Hoxy Spixir) to 
ſhew, in general, how it ſhould come to paſs, that 
Man, created originally in his Image, ſhould deſire 
ſo unnatural —ſo monſtrous a Thing in itſelf, as to live 
without GOD in the World. 175 


© Excd. xx. 5. Dent. xxxii. 41. 
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| | (28 ) 
Secondly, To fhew who they are that 4 2 ; —in 
what Reſpects the natural Man (I would fay the worſe 
than natural Man,—the Dei?) does fo; both with 
regard to Things temporal and Things ſpiritual, — or 
with reſpet to GOD's Providences and Diſpenſa- 
tions towards him; — his Abilities; his Gitts ; his 
Talents; his Occupations ; his Proſperity and Ad- 
verſity ; as well as his Religion. And, 4 

Thirdly, How he may be brought to a better 
Mind, ſo as to give GOD Glory in every Thing; 
or ſo to live with GOD here, that he may live eter- 
nally with Him hereafter. 


6. But firſt; It is needful to premiſe, that though 


wretched Man be, by Living without GOD in the 


Morld; be could never know this of himſeif, (for is 
he not as happy, yea, and many as goed, as their Souls 
can defire, or indeed the World require them to be?) 
he could never be ſenſible of it, without Divine II- 
lumination: And that for this Reaſon ; | becauſe he 
would (ſince his Fall) be independent of GOD, in 
Knowlege as well as Happineſs *® ; much leſs could 
he properly feel and lament it, ſo as to be brought to 
look out for the Remedy, without GOD's Mercy in 
CHRIST JESUS, or without His preventing Grace. 
For the natural Man knoweth' not the Things of the 
SPIRIT of GOD,—they are'Fooliſhneſs unto him. 
As Man, in general, had to this'Day been ignorant 
(and indeed all- People untaught of G00 are ſo, 
notwithſtanding the boaſted Light öf human Wiſ⸗ 
dom) as Man in general, I ſay, had to this Day been 
ignorant, — ignorant of the Evils they have brought 


upon themſelves, had it not been for GOD's Reve- 


lation thereof in the Book of Geneſis: So no Man 

in particular could ever come to himſelf, till he hear 

the Voice of him that is the Reſurrection and the Life, 
oo $4 3 9 

—till 


L 
— tilt (with Adam) he hear the Voice of GOD, and: 


' that tell him, he is naked * . And fo this bring him 


to Reflection, or rather Conviction; and Conviction 

beget in him Repentance, at the Sight of himſelf : 

And ſo he return to GOD, and on his Covenant- 

2 be pardoned and accepted for IEs Us CHRIST's 
ake. 

7. As the Hiſtory then of Man's Fall, in general, 
is from the SPIRIT of GOD; ſo, alſo, the Senſe 
of what he has done, —how principal a Part he ated 
in the Tranſgreſſion of the firſt Man, —his total Cor- 


ruption (not to mention his particular Sins) his loſt 


State thereon, — as alſo his Recovery and Reſtoration, 
is wrought in every particular Soul, by the ſame Spi- 
rit, though thoſe who ſpeak againſt this Spirit (and, 
alas] they do it in every Step + of His Work) ſhould 


call the hole, Cant and Enthuſiaſm, or heated Ima» 
gination. 


8. Now then to proceed, It is of all Things moſt 
unnatural and monſtrous, as it is contrary to that right 
Reaſon and Underſtanding which GOD has imparted 
to all intelligent Beings, that any Creature ſhould look 
to be independent of the ſelf-exiftent Cauſe of Cauſes, 
— that univerſal Goop, called, therefore, in our Lan- 


guage, . GOD, (for whatſcever is our GOOD is our 


GOD :) In whom all Things, as the very Heathens 
acknowledge, live, and move, and have their Being: 
For we alfo:{ ſing their Poets) are bis Off-ſpring, 
Now it is ſo true, as to become a Proverb, that what- 
ſoever is out of its proper Element, is, therefore, 
wretched and miſerable. The higheſt Degree, then, 
of Folly and Stupidity, of Infatuation and Madneſs, 
it muſt be for any rational Creature (if, by ſo doing, 
it forfeits not all Title to Rationality). to. think of 
Gen. iti. 11. John v. 25. 
+ See the Author's Faſt Sermon, on February 17, 
1748. Paragraph 23. + | 
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(30) 
living without GOD, —without that-BEING of Be- 
ings, ſeparate from whom it cannot be happy: That 
effential Exiſtence, Life, and Goodneſs, implied in 
His Name JEHOVAH, whoſe conſtant Communi- 
cation is needful, not only to its Being, but its Wells 
being! that all-{ufficient Love, whoſe Likeneſs, or 
Image, is peculiarly Man's utmoſt Felicity ! 

- 9. And yet, ſuch Irrationality | ſuch Folly ! ſuch 
Infatuation ! ſuch Madnefs ! did the Devil infuſe in- 
to the human Nature, when he begat in it that mon- 


irons Propentity of Independence on its GOD ! that 


ATHEISM! couched under the ſeemingly innocent 
Word vat; that is, be happy elſewhere, in thyſelf, 
and the Creature, — that rebellious Self-/ufficrency, 
more plainly implied in thoſe Words, (/moo:hed too 
a little in the Expreſſion) Ye ſhall be AS Gods your- 
ſelves: And (to compleat Man's Wretchedneſs ) 
tr.owing Goou and Evil! Independence in Knowlege 
as well as Happineſs !— that Vanity, fulfilling the 
Defires Loth of the Fleſh and of the Mind +: That 
Vanity of (barely) human Knowlege in Matters of 
Religion; or that inſulting, arrogant Pretence of 
knowing GOD, without his SPIRIT, properly called 
Dis M! Ye hall be as Gods Which Words, indeed, 
{though religiouſly they be obferved, to this Day, by 
all thoſe who know not GOD by Revelation, and fo 


live without him in this World) could be ſpoke by 


none other than that Mon/er in Nature! that Arch- 
rebel againſt GOD ! that Enemy to Man, and his 
Happineſs ! called therefore Sa TAN, the Adverſary ; 
or, the Murderer fram the Beginning. 

10. So extravagant a Thing is even Rationality it 
felf, (if ſuch it may be called, and not rather the 
Subt'ety of the Serpert) when derived from any other 
Source than the one Fountain of right Reaſon ! Such 


Gen. ii. 1, 4. i;. - 
. | olly 
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Folly i is the Wiſdom of an Archangel, when not flow · 


from (much more if in Oppoſition to) the only 


ing 
wiſe GOD ! Such Miſery is Happineſs, if looked "io 


ot of Him, who alone 1s *, who ever was “, and 
who ever SHALL BE *, the ſole inexhauſlible Spring 
of Pleaſure and Delight to all the Creatures He hath 
made: And who, as he willed the Continuance of 
Man's Happineſs in particular, charged him, under 
the Penalty of Death, (even the being withent GOD 
in the F/orld ) not to look to be happy out of Him- | 
ſelf. For this was the Drift of what /ome call only 
a poſitive, arbitrary Law,—the gracicus Deſign of 
GOD i in forbidding the eating of one Tree | His lov- 
ing Purpoſe, that Man Should not be unhappy, us de- 
parting from Himſelf |! 

I1. So plain and . eaſy and account- 
able, as well as juſt and reaſonable (JI mean with re- 
gard both to GO D's Prohibition fir/?, and en his 
Puniſhment of the Offender) is the ſcripture] Ac- 
count of the Fall of Man from the Bliſs of living in 


and with GOD ! even Man's rzewly inſpired Taſte - 


for other Happineſs |—his Hell-born Diſſatisſaction at 
Happineſs in GOD !—his vain Curiofity after unex- 
perienced Miſery I his ctherwife unaccountable Com- 
munication, Intercourſe, or Fellowſhip with this 
Adverſary ! For hiv can all this be accounted for, 
but from the Enemy's having done it , —having ſu- 
perinduced thoſe Foreign Tempers into the Ged-like 
Heart of Man:? 

12. For, (as the Action and Re- action of Spirits 
one upon another is abundantly more accountable for 
than of Matter upon Matter, though, becauſe com- 
mon, little thought of by many) that contagious Con- 
verlation,—thoſe N. aura. that evil Communic a- 
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(32) | 
tion, have ever ſince corrupted Men's good Manners ; 
even to the Facing the Divine Image off his Soul. 
thoſe holy heavenly Affections, in which it con- 
ſiſted! 

13. Thus came Man at firſt to be tuithout GOD 
in the World, even by his liſtening to the Voice of 
the Devil, and with his Advice, looking to be happy 
and wiſe elſewhere, and independently of GOD. Now 
does not Reaſon. itſelf both applaud the Equity of 
GOD's dealing with Man,—of leaving him to ſee 
his Choice till he ſhould be convinced of the Miſery 
of it, and, through Repentance, (the Preparation for 
the Goſpel *) be diſpoſed for the Remedy? And does. 
it not, at the ſame Time, alſo ſhew, that 20 Crea- 
ture can live and 4s well that is cut off, much more 
that cuts :tſelf off, from the one Source and Fountain 
of Being as well as Happineſs? - 

14. But to be more particular, from this fatal In- 
terccurſe with Satan, — this Leſſon learned from the 
Devil, (how ſtudiouſly conn'd and laid up in the 
Heart!) came in Eftrangement to, Diſtruſt in, A- 
werſeneſs from, (in Scripture Language) UNBELIEP 
in, GOD. Hinc illz lachryme ! the Miſery of liv- 
ing without GOD in the Worid F — Man's Self com- 
placence and Self-ſufficiency, - the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, 
the Underftanding of the De1sT t ! the Beginning of 
Man's Pride ( fays the Preacher) being to fall away 
from his GOD, and to turn away his Heart from his 
Maker, for Pride is the Beginning of Sin. 

15. And if ſuch is the Cauſe, or Beginning, what 
are the Conſequences and Effects? The Creature is 
no longer himſelf : His Underſtanding.became dark- 
ned; his Will rebellious; his Affections perverted 
and miſplaced z his Body ſubject to Pain, and Sick» 


* Mark i. 1, 2, 3, 4. Match. ii. 2. 
Þ 1 Cor, i. 19, 20, 21. 


neſs, 


wy. 
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1 
neſs, and Death, — even the whole Work of GOD 
in his chief Creature out of Courſe. His Under- 
ſtanding, I ſay, became darkned ; for he is ignorant 
both of GOD and himſelf, —as ignorant of the ma- 
lign, helliſh Nature of Sin, as he is of the Bleſſedneſs 
of loving GOD; though he may 7a/# of both. And 
yet neither of theſe can he ſee, till he is taught them 
of GOD, as you have heard. And thus ignorant he 
is, becauſe he would now know out of GOD : Nay, 
be a God himſelf, in knowing Good and Evil. His 
Will alſo is rebellious, becauſe el and oppoſite to 
the Will of GOD: That bleſſed Faculty, which was 
given him that he might willingiy concur with the 
reſt of the Creation, in a happy Sulordination to the 
Mill, or Law *, of the CREATOR, now oppoſes 
him “*, and, like an excentric Comet, runs retro- 


grade, bringing Death and Deſtruction wherever it 


comes. For this Perverſeneſs of Man's Will, (bis 
Will-worſhip and carnal Wiſdom, eſpecially in Mat- 
ters of Religion) ſpoils all his Actions, even thoſe 
that ſeem reaſonable, being not done as GOD 
„ willeth and commandeth them, — not done in 


Faith in CHRIST, nor in Love, thereon, ſhed abroad 


in the Heart: And fo, inſtead of bringing Glory to 
GOD, his Will (becauſe rebellious, or other than 


GOD deſigned it) is the Source (that bloody Iſſue 3) 


of all his other Sins. And therefore the CHRISTIAN, 
who is born again, or created anew, and, conſe- 
quently, has this Mainſpring of his Actions brought 
to its proper Temper, or reduced again to the Will of 
GOD :—The CHRISTIAN is ſaid to be born nt of 
the IVILL of the Fleſh, nor of the IVILL of Man; 


* * Who need wonder at Antinomiani/m ? But what 
need is there of Schools to teach it? For every natural 
Man is an Antinomian. 


+ Article XIII. 7 Luke viii. 43. 
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( 34 ) 
but of GOD. Thirdly, His Affections are perverted 
and miſplaced ; becauſe diverted from the only proper 
Object of them; and, conſequently, he is miſerable ; 


like the Fiſh that, having been raviſhed with the 


charming Bait, which (having ſwallowed) brings him 
to Deſtruction. Unhappy Man! fearing where no 
Fear is, even every Thing but Him that onght to be 


feared : Loving Things unlovely, and which, at beſt, 


can never fill or ſatisfy a Soul made to be filled with 
the HOLY G HOST *. Rejoicing, or placing Hap- 
pineſs in Things that tend to Death: Hoping in 
Things that always diſappoint; or, at leaſt, hoping 
(if not more properly preſumnig ) without any Pro- 
miſe of GOD, which is the one Ground of Hope, 
Wretched Man! fearing, loving, rejoicing, hoping, 
Without GOD? Is 
16. And yet, farther, not only are the Affections, 


which GOD planted in the HEart of Man for his 


own Glory and Man's Good, miſplaced ; but (as has 
been faid) ſeveral new, ſpurious, -exotic, Hell-born 
Tempers introduced (ſpoken by the Devil into the 
Soul) in the room of the Divine Image. — Affections l 
that never before were there, nor could indeed be in 
a Creature, made in the Divine Likeneſs: Such as 
Pride, Independency, Falſbood, Envy, Hatred, Ma- 
lice, Revenge, inordinate Affection, or undue Love of 
Self, and the Creature; in a Word, Concupiſcence, — 
the direct Oppoſite to the Love of GOD. All which 
Tempers being foreign to the Creature, made, at 
firſt, in GOD's Likeneſs, render Man unhappy, 
both when gratified and diſappointed. How lively 


are they deſcribed by Him, who knew what was in 


Man !— Man; who, from the Moment he ceaſed to 


A remarkable Expreſſion of the Image of GOD 
(which alone can fill it) reſtored again in the Soul of Man, 
iv. 31. | 


love 


. 
love GOD, became therefore (or was) poſſeſſed with 
an unclear. Spirit, - dibelling among the Tombs ! [ deal- 
ing in Death, and Things tending to Death J-whem 
no Man could bind, no not with Chains ! [for all the 
Reſtraints of Learning and polite Education in the 
World, can never ſubdue Nature : Uſque recurret, it 
will ever get the better of all, till Grace come into 
the Soul] crying and cutting himſelf with Stones x 
That Freedom of Libertines, that Bleſſedneſs of hu- 
man Paſſions indulged, - that Happineſs of the Pro- 
digal, eſcaped from the Guidance and Direction of a 
wiſe and tender Father! for indeed, however parti- 


cular a Caſe, - however ſingular the Character of the 


Demoniac may appear to the Unatbatened, who con- 
ſider not, that JESUS came on purpoſe to deſtroy 
univerſaly the Power and Kingdom of the Devil, 
(though they who WILL NoT be made whole, and 
who love Bondage and Miſery, et and quench his 
SPIRIT) who conſider not, moreover, that, to that 
End, he continued his own Kingſbip and Prie/thood, 
in an Order of Men, who ſhould not only heal (ſpi- 
ritual) Diſeaſes, but allo (through him, and by his 
Word) have Power (miniſterially) to caft out Devils, 
however ſingular a Thing, I ſay, wunenlightened 
Expoſitors make of that Paſſage of the Demoniac (in 
accounting for the Rarity of the Thing under the 
Old, and before the New Teſtament, ©* as that IE 
«« SUS therefore ſuffered Devils (then) to enter into 
© human Bodies, only to ſhew his Divine Power in 
& caſting them out,)” A Demoniac is, notwithſtand- 
ing, the univerſal Character of ALL Mankind, in their 
fallen Circumſtances, before their Day of Grace, — 
before they hear the Voice of Him that 1s the Reſur- 
rection and the Liſe. For, as our SAVIOUR fays of 


the beſt ( in worldly Opinion) and moſt learned of 


Mark v. 1=;, + Luke ix, 12, 4 
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them, They are of their Father the Devil, and (theſe) 
Luſts of their Father they wil do *. 

17. But let St. Paul himſelf finiſh the Character 
of apoſtate Man, and ſhew, that the lamentable Ef- 
fect of falling from GOD is the being without GOD 
in the Morld] For, ſpeaking of the nnconverted Hea- 
then, —fuch as made not Uſe of the one Talent, and 
adverted not to the Light of Reaſon ;—ſtich, for In- 


. ſtance, as the Epheſians and Romans, to whom he 


writes, who were (by Nature) the Children of Wrath, 
cven as others , though afterwards guickened, having 
been dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. I beſeech you, ſays 
he, that 32 walk not, — that ye converſe not,—that 
hencefsrth (now that ye are awakened and called by 
Grace) that ye live not, as the other (unenlightned) 
Gentiles do, in the Vanity of their Minds; fo called 
becauſe tinctured with [AA] the Nothingneſs, — 
the vain Conceit of ni , as well as being happy, 
cut of GOD, who only is wiſe ; who only is (eſſen- 
tially) happy. Having therefore the Under/tanding 
aarkned, [fo darkned, even now as to call the Teach- 
ines of Grace, Folly ; the Inſpiration of  GOD's 


SPIRIT. Deluſion and Enthuſiaſm]—being alienated 


from the Life of GOD, [and, conſequently, dead 
in Sin] through the Tgnorance [their much-defired 
Knowlege] that is in them, becauſe of the Blindneſs 
of their Hearts, [their Eyes that ſee not, their Ears 
that hear not] who being paſt feeling, | wn1Nnds, 
having a ſeared, dead Conſcience, which yet they call 
a good one, becauſe inſenſible of the mortal Diſeaſe 


of Sin, — of the Hell of Pride, Envy, Luft, ] have 


given themſelves over unto Laſciviouſneſs, to work all 
Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs, become vain in their Ima- 


* John viii. 44. | 
; ＋ Ne x 4 Rx, AS are the reſt of all Mankind, Eph. 


. 


ginations 
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ginations [en rois $2253-w%;, in their Reaſonings] — 
the reaſoning Faculty being c directed contrary to 
right Reaſon; and (without the Light of GOD) 
ſeeking Him in the Dark, F haply they might feel 
after him : | | 

18. But all in vain 4! for GOD is knowable no 
otherways than by his owa Spirit. No Man know- 
eth the FATHER ſave the SON, and he to whomſe- 
ever the SON will reveal Him. Profeſſing themſelves 
to be wiſe, [@xoxo:;, prating, vaunting, or vain-glo- 
riouſly bragging, that they were wiſe] for the Devil 
gave them Commiſſion to ſet up in Wiſdom for them- 
ſelves |—Prefeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, they became 
Fools, as there is no true Wiſdom in Matters of Re- 


ligion (however Subtlety there may be) out of GOD. 


And therefore, (as the ſame Apoſtle ſays in another 
Place) the World by Ii iſdom (human Wiſdom) knew 
not (or could not know) GOD. Though, alas! 
ſome thouſands of Years Experience, in all the Va- 
nity and Extravagance and Brutiſhneſs of Heathen 
Idolatry, has not yet convinced the preſent wiſe 
World: Witneſs the almaſt univerſal Prejudice in 
favour of a bare. human Righteouſneſs —Wuitneſs the 
fatal ſpreading of DE Is M over ſo many Parts of what 
is called Chri/tendom, or the Chriſtian World. | 
19. And yet in this Philoſophy *, or Excellence of 
| | Wiſdom 


T7 As was before-ſaid, c ert Ev 7016 Janoſioporcy 
their (unaſſiſted) Reaſonings could make out nothing, 
realy. [| Gen. iii. 5. „ ä 

* Alas! it is Philaſopby ſtill, or E iſdom of this World, 
(as St. Paul calls it) notwithſtanding our T7a/k, or boaſted 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity! Take an Inſtance from the 
Whitehall Egening Poſt, May 7th, in the Character of one 
of the beſt Men our Age has produced, — A Chriſtian (it 
ſeems) without one [acknowleged] Grace of the HOLY 
SPIRIT, which yet alone maketh Chriſtian,=a Chriſtian 

| C D (what 


a 
* 
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Tl iſdom +, as oppoſed to the Wiſdom of GOD; 
What has the Viſdom of the Wiſe done? Why; the 
IV iſe, the Scribes, the Diſputers of this World (have- 
ing eſcaped from GOD, and being now Gods 
& themſelves *”” ) have changed the Glory of the incor- 
ruptible GOD into an Image made like to corruptible 
Man, —yea, to Birds, and four-footed Beaſts, and 
creeping Things : SAPIENTIA PRIMA | they have 
not only preferred carnal Reaſonings, — Carnal, ſays 
the Apo/tle, as of Man only; for in the Beginning 
Man's Underſtanding was always dependent on, or 
guided by, the /Yi/dom of GOD : I mean not then 
right Reaſon, for this evermore coincides with, and 
ſubmits 1, Revelation in every Thing f. They have 
not only preferred human Ratiocination, corrupted by 
Imagination and Luſt, —ſcientifical Inference, deduct- 
ed from ſuch impure Premiſſes, to the Truth as it is 
in FESUS—Subtlety, to the Wiſdom which is from 
above 4, —Deiſm, ( in-a Word) to the everlaſiing 
Goſpel ! But Self- Idolatry, Self Righteouſneſs, or the 
Merit of human Works, to Fuftification by Faith: 
Salvation by Grace: Yea, Superſtition and Mill. wor- 
ſhip, ( what an Aggravation ! even in theſe Chriſtian 


Days I) to the Worſhip of the ONE GOD, bleſſed 
for everinore, 


(what a ContradiQtion even in Terms) without Unction! 
All is owing—all the Praiſe due to his human Wiſdom,— 
This all ſulficient Philoſophy ! Surely that muſt be true, 
which as great a Man ſaid, (and indeed what /oe of our 
moſt eſteemed Divines, for near a Century paſt, do all but 
ſay)-** What need of this Goſpel ?*? | 

' + 1 Cor. ii. 1. So juſt an Irony does the Apoſtle uſe on 
Man's Ignorance in Things pertaining to GOD, becauſe 
he would know independently of GOD. 

1 See the Author's Sermon, entitled Tr ue Wi/dom from 
above, or Chriſtianity the beſi Underſtanding in Matters of 


Religion, . 


4 20. And 
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20. And indeed, what Difference is there between 
ancient Heatheniſm, or Idolatry, and modern Deiſm ® - 
Little or none, ſave in this, that Gentiliſm and Ido- 
latry of old triumphed over the GOD of Nature and 
right Reaſon, — the Old Teflamert, — the ceremonial 
Law,—the Types and Shadows of gerd Things to 
come \Whereas Deiſm trampleth upon the GOD of 
Grace, — the GOD of Love, — the Blood of the Cove- 
rant, — the good Things now come, — the Goſpel, that 
Power of GOD ts Salvation ! It ſpeaketh againſt the 
Work of the SPIRIT in general; unchriſtianixing 
Chriſtianity, making it (at beſt) a barely moral, hu- 
man Thing, if not conſiſtent with worldly Tempers, 
polite Faſhions, and Works of the Devil. And in- 
deed, what is (if I may ſpeak plainly) the End of 
our modern Learning, but (by perverting what might 
otherwiſe be uſeful and miniſterial to Grace) to ſet 
up a Subſtitute for the Teachings of the SPIRIT of 
GOD ? In a Word, this h:ghly eſteemed, —this dar- 
ling Deiſm, ſpeaketh (yea, acteth) againſt the HOLY 
GHOST, in all the rich Bleſſings of the Goſpel, vix. 
the Awakenings and Quicfenings of Grace, — Con- 
victions of Sin, — Repentance, —Pardon of Sin, — 
Peace with GOD, —Likeneſs to GOD, — that is, 
Holineſs, or Purity of Heart: That is, the Love of 
GOD and Man, fulfilling the whole Law. 

21. And therefore (procecds the Apoſtle) becauſe 
of this Self-Idolatry in Wiſdom and Happineſs out «of 
GOD, GOD gave them up to Uncleanneſs : And for 
having changed his Truth into a Lie, he left (in ſome 
Meaſure) and ſtill leaves the rebellious, ſelf-ſufficient 


Creature to himſelf; to experience (if ever he ſhould. 


come to himſelf, or advert to the Drawings of Grace) 
the W retchedneſs of his Choice, in preferring the- 
Advice of the Devil to his own ſweet Guidance and 
Direction. And by thus leaving him (but in part) 
to himſelf, GO D might be ſaid, alſo, to with- 

Wb | D 3 draw 
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draw || (for it is the ſame T hing) that Grace, which 
Man had now difpiſed ; and Man, conſequently to be 
given up to (what he ſo much deſired) S Complacence 
and Self-Sufficiency ; Self-Bliſs, yea Self- Righteouſ- 
neſs: Or (as the Apoſtle more ſtrongly expreſſes it) 
to vile Aﬀcttions, — Receiving in themjeives that Re- 
compence of their Error which was meet, And, even 
as they aid not like to retain GOD in their Knowledge, 
GOD gave thm over (for ever be adored his Wiſdom 
and Juſtice!) to a reprobate Mind *; 1o do thoſe 
Things which are not convenient : Being filled with al 
Unrighteouſreſs, Fornication, Wickedneſs, Covetouf= 
neſs, Maliciouſneſs ; full of Envy, Murder, Debate, 
Deceit, Malignity, Mhiſperers, Backbiters, Haters 
of G O D, deſpiteful, proud, Boaſters, Inventors of 
evil Things, diſcbedient to Parents, without Uuder- 
ſtanding, Covenant-breaters ; without natural Aﬀec- 
tion, implacable, unmerciful : Who knowing the Judg- 
ment of GOD, (that they which commit ſuch Things 
are worthy of Death) nat only do the ſame, but have 


|| By evithdrawwing Grace I underſtand not GOD's 
hardning any Man's Heart, to ſhew his ab/e/ute Sowereign- 
ty, or irreſpefive Dealings with the Sons of Men, (as 
eme to excuſe themſelves, and make him, with the fr ff 
Sinner, the Author of all their Sin) love to ſpeak. No, 
GOD's Mercy is over all his Works, for he is no Reſpocter 
of Perſons, *© He hateth Nothing that he has made, nor 
* defireth he the Death of a Sinner.“ Which yet he muſt 
do, if previous to Man's reſiſting or quenching his SPIRIT, 
or hardening his owwz Heart; GOD do it. It is evident 
from the Caſe of Pharaoh, that the Rebel [Exod. v. 2. 
— Vii. 14. — viii. 15.] hardned his own Heart fir/? ; 
and then (as it was juſt} GOD left him to himſelf, which 
may be called withdrawing. But GOD (though the De- 
vil, no Doubt, did) exeried no poſitive Act previous to 
this. | 
* Ader vr, a proo flæſs, (as the Word fignifies) or a 
ſenſeleſs Heart, | | | 
1 Pleaſure 


— 


5 
Pleaſure in them that do them. O what a Legeon e 
Devils has Man opened his Soul to by departing from 
the GOD of his Life]! How ſhould it otherwiſe be, 
but that, till he is brought back again to him by 
JESUS CHRIST, he live without GOD in the 
World. © | | | e 

22. Thus have I gone through iny firſt Head, 

and have endeavoured to ſhew, how it ſhould come 

: to paſs, that Man, created originally in his Image, 
ſhould defire ſo unnatural, ſo monſtrous a Thing in it 
ſelf, as to live without GOD in the World. 


23. I proceed now, in the ſecond Place, to ſhew,. 
Who they are that do /o, both with Regard to Things: 
natural, or temporal, and Things ſpiritual ; or with: 
Reſpect to GOD's Providences and Diſpenſations to- 
wards them, — their Abilities; their Gifts; their Ta- 
lents; their Buſineſs, or Occupations; their Proſpe- 
rity and Adverſity, as well as their Religion. 
24. And are they not (in general) thoſe unhappy 
Men, who have not T, — who make not, Uſe + of 
the Light, which GOD: hath. appointed them to walk 
by, that ſo they may not live without Him in this- 
World? — Thoſe unhappy Perſons, who lay not hold 
of Him, in the ſeveral. Ways he may be found of 
them, whether of Reaſon or of Grace? — The Hea-- 

then, who enjoying not the Light of the Goſpel; 
and, conſequently, has no other Guide to direct him 
| than his Reaſon, which yet he neglects; — and the 
| nominal Chriſtian, or. Deiſt, who bas Life and Im- 


mortality brought to Light, and laid plain before him, 
and yet hath not +, that is, maketh not Uſe of the. 
Bleſſing, but rather diſpiſes it? Are they not thoſe. 
formal Profeſſors, who take the Thing for granted, 
which is much to be queſtioned, even that. they. are 


+ ++ Match. xiii. 12. FT 
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Diſciples of . JESUS, and yet look for no preſent Sal- 
vation from Sin 1, implied in that Name t,—that 
they are Chriſtians, and yet mean not that Vaction 
from CHRIST the Holy One , that ſhould lead them 
into all Truth 4,.— vix. the ſeyeral Stages of Chri/ti- 


anity, (or anointing) from the firſt awakening the 


Soul (through Conviction, Contrition, Repentance, 
Godly Sorrow, Pardon, Forgiveneſs, Peace, or re- 
joicing in GOD the Saviour) to the Reſtoration of 
the Divine Image therein ; that is, Holineſs or Pu- 
rity of Heart, or that Love of GOD and Man, 
which is the fulfilling of the Law ? Are they not thoſe 
almaft Chriſtians, —thoſe outſide Retainers to CHRIST 
and his Goſpel, who, meaning nothing by Faith and 
Goſpel, as they are the Power of GOD to Salvation, 
paſs by the one Remedy which G 
provided them; and therefore, continuing ſtill in 
their Apoſtacy from GOD, labour under the ju/t 
Curſe of Death ||, ſpiritual here, eternal hereafter ?. 
Yea, they are thoſe very unhappy Men,—our Ethnic 
Chriſtians, our ſolemn Deifts, in the Sheeps Claath- 
ing, who WILL. NOT (as our Lox p himſelf com- 
po} come to CHRIS T that they may have Life. 
ndeed I may join theſe with the Perſons already de- 


{cribed,. (for the /elf-jz/izfying Phariſees, who deride: 


CHRIST, are more abominable in the Sight of 


GOD than Harlots and Publicans, Reproved of Sin“) 
Hhe walk according ta the Caur ſe of this World, ac 


cording to the Prince of the Power of the Air,—that 
Spirit which, even now, worketh in the Children of - 
Diſobedience; or Unbekef, as the Word may be trani- 
lated. | N : | 


tt 12 Match. i. 21. John xiv. 26. —=xvi. 13, 14. 


1 John ji. 20, 27. ; 0 


Gen. ii. 27. Rom. v. 12. — vi. 23. 
Luke xvi. 14, 15. Matth. xxi. 28—33. 
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25. In a Word, (to bring the Matter more cloſe 
fill to the miſ-called Chriftians of our own,—ſome 
outward Profeſſors of the Engliſb Church) thoſe who 
live without GOD in the World, are they of that Com- 
munion, who are fallen from Grace, and not yet re- 
ſtored by it. They, (and it is too common a Caſe, 
though little regarded) they, who though baptized in 
their Infancy, do not (through want of a religious 
Education) „ faithfully for their Parts T (though 
now *<© they be come of Age to take it upon them- 
| © ſelves )“ do not, I ſay, continue in the Cove- 
nant entered into with GOD in Baptiſm ;— ©* con- 
e t1nue not CHRIST's Servants,” and, conſequent- 
ly, © attain not his Promiſe ,“ in the Goſpel. 
Who, though they were therein made Partakers of 
all the Bleſſings of the Goſpel promiſed through 
CHRIST, and ſummed up in being Members of 
CHRIST; Children of GOD; and Inheritors of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, or, in being received 
« by the Lord JESUS CHRIST; releaſed through 
4e him of their Sins; ſanctified with the HOLY 
«<< GHOST ; and having the Kingdom of Heaven 
and everlaſting Life given unto them ,“ as ſoon. 
as they are able, throw themſelves out of this Cove- 
nant, by renouncing their baptiſmal Vow; (if we 
may judge ſo, by their being aſhamed of CHRIST;. 
their Backwardneſs to confeſs Him before Men, and 
their wnchri/tzan Lives) Or, (if this may be thought 
too hard a Saying) never after, at leaſt, thinking of 
it, to any ſaving Purpoſes: And that (partly) through 
{| the /hameful Neglect, if not perfidious Treachery, of 


+ + See the Office of Publick Baptiſm. 
1 Firſt Collect in the Office of Private Baptiſm. | 
|| Third Exhortation in the Office of Publick Baptiſm” 
of Infants. Z 


theſe ; 
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thoſe &; who in the moſt ſolemn Manner are obliged 
to teach them what a ſolemn Vow, Promiſe, and 


< Profeſſion they then made by them,“ never put- 


ting them in mind, or ©* remembering them,“ (though 
the Church enjoins them always to do it) “ that 
« Baptiſm does repreſent unto us our . Profeſſion, 
which is (not barely to aſſent to the Truths of the 
4 Goſpel, but) to follow the Example of our Sa- 
« wviour CHRIST *, and to be made lite unto him“, 


$ It is an Occaſion of great Shame to the Members of 
the Englijh Church; that, through their Neglect, = 
give the Diſſenting Enemies thereof Occaſion to ſpea 
Evil of her pious Inſtitutions, Did Miniſters, Parents, 
and Sponſors conſcienciouſly diſcharge their Duty towards 
their Children, till that SPIRTT-conferring Rite of Con- 
firmation was adminiſtered to their enitent and believing 
Hearts; all the Objections againſt Infant- Baptiſm, — againſt 
Godfathers and Godmothers, would fall to the Ground. 
But, on the other Hand, I can't help ſaying, that it is an 
Argument of great Weakneſs, as well as Ignorance, in 
ſuch Diſſenters, to argue againſt the allowed Goodne!s- 
and Significancy of a godly Uſage from the Abuſe thereof. 
Read the Exhortation at the End of Publick Baptiſm, and 
then the Office of Confirmation ; compare them together, 
and thence both ſee, how our Church makes Bapti/m, to- 
gether with the due Care of Godfathers and Godmothers 
unto the Confirmation of the young Chriſtians in Grace, 
one continued Thing : And conſider alſo, whether the Unc-' 
tion of the HOLY GHOST, ——the Purity of Heart, 
the Conformity to CHRIST in the ſeveral Steps of his 
Mediation, even to the. © utterly aboliſhing the whole 
«© Body of Sin,“ breathed in theſe Offices, be not what. 
render the Engliſb Church as offenſive ( had almoſt ſaid, 
as the (Goſpel itſelf) to many both in and out of her Com- 
munion. | 

* Collect, Second Suaday after Eafter, Luke vi 40. 
2. Tim. ii. 11, 12. Theſe, and ſuch like Texts, made 
a Chriſtian Writer ſay, Quod eft Chriſtus, ef imus- Chriſti». 
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in his Death and Reſurrection; that as he died and 
<6 roſe again for us, ſo ſhould we, who are baptized, 


SE die From Sin, and riſe again unto Right-ouſnels z 


e continually mortifying all our evil and corrupt Af- 


fections, and daily proceeding in all Virtue and 
Godlineſs of living.” Whereas, on the contrary, 
through this Neglect, together with a vain and foolith 
Education, and bad Example on every Side, young 
People (I may venture to ſay) renounce their bap- 
tiſmal Engagements, inſtead of “ the Devil and all 
„his Works, the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked 
„ World, and all the ſinſul Lufts of the Fleſh.” _ 

26. Theſe Perſons, eſpecially, have need of being 
baptized with our Lord's cwn Baptiſm of the HO- 
LY G HOST, as well as the outward Sign thereof, 
Vater; for the Benefit of this latter, without the 
former, is but like the Sign (as the Apotile calls it) 
of Circumciſion, —the Sign of that Coverant, which 
itſelf is, REPENT, BELIEVE AND BE SAVED,— 
or but the poor Advantage of outward Church-Com- 
munion : Which yet, alas! is all the Pretence (like 
that of the Vetus of old, We have Abraham to our 
Father)“ that ſome have to Salvation. Or, to ex- 
preſs it farther in our Church's Senſe ; Theſe Perſons 
eſpecially have great need (now that they are ** come 
af Age to take it upon themſelves)” to weigh 
deeply the requiſite Conditions of being admitted to 


cc 
cc 


the Bleſſedneſs of Baptiſm, even to take Care them- 
ſelves, and pray for Grace to perform Repentance 


„and Faith +” in their own Perſons. For our 
Church looks upon us as no longer baptized, or en- 
joying the Bleſſings thereof, than we repent and be- 


lieve. But you'll ſay, there is but one Baptiſm 


% for the Remiſſion of Sins.“ Indeed it is true (and 
this confirms my Argument) that one Fectual and 


+ See Church Catechiſm, 
| | only 


— — . rr RATS ny rr 


( 46) 

only Chriſtian Baptiſm, mentioned by St. Paul, and 
implying theſe Conditions in us of Repentance and 
Faith ; by which Graces, wrought in us by the SPE- 
RIT of GOD, the Pewer and Virtue of CHRIS T's 
Death and RefurreQion are brought into our Hearts. 
As many of you (/ays he) as have been baptized 
„ INTO CHRIST, have rr on CHRIST *.“ 
Again, ©* Know ve not, that fo many of us as were 
„ baptized inTo JESUS CHRIST were baptized 
* 1INTo his Death? Therefore we are buried with 
him by Baptiſm into Death, that like as CHRIST 
was raiſed up from the Dead, by the Glory of the 
FATHER, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in New- 
4% neſs of Life: For if we have been planted toge- 
„% ther in the Likeneſs of his Death, we ſhall "be 
alſo in the Likeneſs of his Reſurrection: Know- 
ing this, that our old Man (in this Rite) is cru- 
cified with him ; ; that the Body of Sin might be 
deſtroyed; that HENCEFORTH we ſhould not 
ſerve Sin; but be alive unto GOD, through JE- 
« SUS CHRIST our Lord *. And accordingly, 
that Chriſtian Church ſhews us, wherein the Efficacy 
of Chriſtian Baptiſm conſiſts. For, ſpeaking of the 
inward and ſpiritual Grace, ſignified by the eutward 
Waſhing, ſhe calls it, A Death unto Sin, and a 
<< new Birth unto Righteouſneſs ; for, being by Na- 
e ture born in Sin, and the Children of Wrath, we 
«© are hereby” (ſo repenting. and ſo believing) made 
© the Children of Grace 4.” Now when a Perſon 
is /o baptized, he is an anointed one, that is, a Chri- 
tian indeed. 

27. But it is not ſo with bare outward Baptiſm, or 
as the ſame Apoſtle calls it, Circumciſien in the Fleſb. 
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— This is but a Sign, as he has faid above. For 


©'* Cal. 11. 27, Rom vi. 2, 3» 4s $3 0, 7: 
+ See the Church Catechiſm, 
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« he is not a Jew” [Chriſtian ]“ which is one 


& outwardly, neither is that Circumciſion”? [ Bap- 


tiſm] “„ which is outward in the Fleſh : But he is a 
& Jew” [Chriſtian] * which is one inwardly ; and 
& Circumciſion” | Baptiſm, - the Anjwer of a goed, 
a forgiven, Conſcience towards 60 D] tis that of 
« the Heart, in the Spirit, and not in the Letter, 
“ whoſe Praiſe is not of Men,“ (tor indeed the na- 
tural Man knows nothing of this ſpiritual Work, 


but to revile, and give it opprobious Names) “ but 


“ of GOD 4.” And, notwithſtanding all the polzte 


Formality of the World, neither Canonical nor Rubri- 


cal, nor yet (if I may venture to ſay ſo) decent, —not- 
withſtanding all the Compliment, genteel Ceremony, 
and mannerly Behaviour ||, of this outward, faſhi:nable 
Baptiſm||, the /o baptized, and /o baptizing, looking over 
| | (for 

+ Rom. ii. 28, 29. 


| || I uſe theſe Terms on Account of the horrid Pro- 
fanation, the wor/d/y Uſe that is made of this divine 


Rite, on Account of the Intereſt and vain Honour given 
and received, in appointing and accepting Sporſor/oip,- 


and, on Account of that polite Bowing and Curt Hing. 
which the Devil has /u5/tituted (as more ſuitable to his 
Purpoſe) in the roam of plain Anſavers to, and Acceptance 
of, the Goſpel ; to evade the weighty and ſolemn Szipu- 
lation. But ſo it is; and the Devil has his End, where- 
euer human Wiſdom attempts to mend the Golpel, to 


preſcribe a Succedaneum for its only healing Nied'cines :— 


henever Attempts are made to civilize, or /quare, it to 
the World [James iv. 4.] or /mooth its Simplicity with 
polite Manners. Whcreas, indeed, all the polite Breeding 
in the World is but poor Mimickry, of the Devil's ſubſti- 
tuting, for the Love which a CHRISTIAN bears to all 
Mankind, eſpecially to the Houſhold of Faith: For he does 
Good on a Principle cf Love to GOD and Man, not 
through Intere, Partiality, and V bim: lle ſerves all 


Mankind, not as your moſt humble Servant,” but be- 
TRE | 25 cauſe 
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(for they think not of it, ſo the Child have a Name) 
ce the everlaſting BenediCtion of the heavenly Waſh- 
% ing, or the © attaining his Promiſe *, the /o 
baptized, I ſay, or no farther baptized, are generally 


Covenant. breakers; and, as ſuch, diſengage GOD 


from the Performance of any one Promiſe made to 
them in the Goſpel, whether concerning 7u/tification, 
or Sanctification,— preſent or future Salvation: They 
diſengage the GOD of Truth © from receiving 
„ them; from releaſing them of, or forgiving them, 
& their Sins ; from ſanctitying them with the 
«© HOLY GHOST; from giving them the King- 


< dom of Heaven and everlaſting Life. In a 


Word, they diſengage him from that Goſpel which, 


otherwiſe, he, for his Part, would moſt ſurely keep 
and perform f. And this they do, not only as 
& all its Bleſſings are conditional and reſpective; but 
& as they themſelves firſt break with GOD.” (And 
if, upon his calling them to return by Repentance ; 
to heal their Bachſlidings, and love them freely If, 
upon his offering them Grace. again, which -he does 
© at ſundry Times, and in divers Manners,” they 


will not come in; they continue out of Covenant 


cauſe they are Objects of GOD's Love, —in Obedience 
to his Law, —he aveeps (not courteouſly) with thoſe that 
weep, —He rejoices (not ceremoniouſly) with thoſe that 
rejoice.— Vea, he bears every ones Burthen, that ſo he 
may fulfil the Law of CHRIST. Now will good Breed- 
ing go ſo far? 

* Second Collect, Publick Baptiſm, Firſt Collect, Pri- 
vate Baptiſm. = | 

+ + Third Exhortation, OF. Publick Baptiſm. But, 
alas! do they even defire, that GOD ſhould confer on 
them the Bleſſings of the Goſpel,—its Awakenings, Con- 
victions of Sin; Self-Condemnation ; Poverty of Spirit; 
hating their own Life; Sin- forſaking Repentance ; I had 
almoſt ſaid Pardon, Holineſs, and the Love of GOD? 
: with 
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with GOD, and, conſequently live without him in 


this World. | = 
28. Theſe unhappy Revolters (as the firſt Fugitive 
did) fly from GO, and hide themſelves from him. 
And as, with Regard to Religion, they ſeek to co- 
ver their Sin and Shame, as well as to recommend 
themſelves again to GOD, with the poor Fig- leaves 
of ſomething they can do themſelves ; ſo, with Reſpect 
to temporal Things alſo, they live without GOD in 
the World, — doing all of themſelves, and in their_awy 


honourable, and happy, independently of GOD; 

had almoſt ſaid, in ſpite of him and his Laws 4; fox 
To Satan bid them do, * Ye ſhall be Gods“ (all- ſuf- 
ficient) yourſelves, —attributing their Succeſs and Pro- 


ſperity in all theſe, Reſpects, not to his Providence, 


who feedeth the young Ravens that cry, but either 


to their own Worth, or Prudence, or Skill, or In- 


duftry, or Forecaſt, or Self-ſufficiency, or (rather than 
be obliged to GOD) to what has no Being but in 
their own Godleſs Heart, to Chance and Fortune, 


Te facimus, Fortuna, Deam, celogue locamus“ 


29. The Merchant, for Inſtance, (whoſoever he 
be that lives without GOD in the World) ventures 
his Fortune“ on the Sea, though expoſed to the Ca- 
ſualties of Pirates, Winds and Storms, Rocks and 


Quickſands, —all on the Preſumption that he ſhall 


have . good Luck.” And when, GOD has bleſſed 
bis Trade,—f!led his Belly with hid Treaſure, - when 


his Ships return with gainful Products from the riſing 


and ſetting Sun, he hugs himſelf for his << Good For- 
e tune, offers Incenſe to his Goddeſs, though If 


2 All unwarrantable Ways of growing lich and greas 
age ey. EE. K 
| {5 
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3s GOD ALONE that gives him Power to get Wealth. 
— Returns Thanks in Riot and Drunkenneſs, —dedi- 


cates all to himſelf, except (when he can no longer 


enjoy it) he give ſome Portion to purchaſe Heaven, 


as being a Commodity alfo in his Power; but, till 
then, in Luxury and pompous Living, he worſhips 
himſelf, making ſtill greater Proviſion for the Fleſh, to 


fulfil the Luſts thereof. 


30. The Athie/t Soldier ruſhes (like the Horſe that 
carries him) into the Battle, in Raſhneſs and Preſump- 
tion, which he calls Courage, not conſidering that, 


that Virtue, in a Cornelius, is the Gift of GOD. For 


though rare the Character be in our Chriſtian Days, 
there have been among Hegathens, devout Soldiers, 
who feared GOD, and, conſequently, feared not 
Man: But he that ſeareth not GOD, muſt fear a 
mortal Enemy ; as would plainly appear, were the 
Maſk of affected Bravery taken off: Not conſider- 


ing, I ſay, that Courage in a Soldier is a Gift of 


GOD, in order to ſubdue the Enemies of his King- 
dom and Grace, (as is evident from the Valour of 
many Worthies in the Old Teſtament) or to execute 
His. Juſtice and Wrath upon a Nation and People, 
who have filled up the Meaſure of their Iniquity ; 
who, in the Day of GOD's Patience, Forbearance, 
and Long-ſuffering, have treaſured up unto themſelves 
Wrath; having neglected that Time when his Good- 
neſs WOULD have led them to Repentance, — not con- 


fidering, that the Wrath of Man worketh not the- 
Righteouſneſs of GOD, — that it is GOD alone that 


girdeth with Strength to War: Not conſidering, in 
fine, that he himſelf is one of thoſe wicked Ones 
who are a Sword of GOD. In this miſtaken Cou- 
rage, and in his own Strength, he flies on the Adver- 
fary, with the Ferocſth of a Leopard or a Wolf, de- 
pending more (if he reflects at all) on a ſe-/lefs Fatality 
4 that every Bullet has its Commiſſion,” than = —— 
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GOD of his Life, who alone can cover his Head in 
the Day of Battle. If he returns in Safety he ap- 
plauds his ohn Proweſs and Valour; or elſe, with 
the hellih Affections of Vain-glory ; of Thiiſt of 
Blood; of Fury and Revenge ; in his Heart, and with. 
Oaths and Curſes in his Mouth, he is hurried into 
the Preſence of GOD. 

31. As much without GOD in the World do live 
the Noble and Great, the Powerful and the Rich, — 
thoſe, I mean, who acknowlege not (and accordingly 
live contrary to their Character) that thefe Diſtinc- 
lions are defigned only for Men, who reſemble GOD 
im his communicable, moral Attributes; and who are 
therefore ſaid to be GODS *, GODS upon Earth, 


| becauſe they are by His Spirit, (and, conſequently, 


not proud that they are /o) holy, juſt, kind, and be- 
zefictent, But Honour without GOD is a great Im- 
Propriety.— Honour without THE KING! almoſt as 
great an Impropriety as Righteouſneſs, or Fu/tification, 
without GOD ;—as Excellence of any Kind, or Hap- 
pineſs, out of GOD. And yet it ſometimes happens, 
that Men deſtitute of every God-like Temyer,—of 
every human Virtue, are deemed (but it is by Per- 
ſons of as little Judgment or Diſcernment as them 
ſelves) Great, Noble, and Right Honourable; — thoſe 
great Ones, for Inſtance, who neither fearing GOD, 
nor ſerviceable to Man, think themſelves ſent into 
this World for no other End, but like the Leviathan 
in the Waters, to take their Paſtime therein T. If a 
Heathen could ſay of ſuch ungodly and immoral Great- 
Ones, that their Nobility and High-Birth does but 


—— facem preferre pudendis, 


* Pſalm Ixxxii 6. | 
+ Pſalm civ. 26. Erie ax0&- ane. Hom. 


Fruges conſamere nati. Hor. 
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Hold out a Light to ſhew their Wickedneſs by, or 
make their Worthleſſneſs and Shame the more gla- 
ring: How much greater is their Diſhonour if, called 
Chriſtian, they ſeek not the Honour of the true 
Chriſtian ? — of being (as the Word ſignifies) the 
anointed, Ones of GOD , — of being Prieſis and 
Kings unto GOD and his Father f, and, as ſuch, live 
to his Glory,—if ſeeking Honour one of another on- 
ly, they, therefore, (as cur LogD ſays) cannet be- 
lieve |,—if they ſeek not the Honour of Faith : (but, 
alas ! this may be 790 common and vulgar for them) 
for to as many as believe he giveth Pewer & (Privilege, 
Honour, Dignity, Authority §) to become (even) the 
Sons of GOD ! Such Honour have all his Saints! 
32. And do fo many of the upper Rank of Man- 
kind live without GOD in the World? who need to 
wonder then if the contagious Example deſcend'? 
For it is a natural Judgment, (among ſuch as think 
Education a better Guide than Grace) it is a ſeem- 
ingly reaſonable Way of Thinking, If thefe Per- 
ſons of better Underſtanding and Senſe, —of greater 
« Learning, and politer Education, do ſo, why not 
« [7 ? What they do muſt be right.” And yet 
here, my Beloved, I will make an Exception in your _ 
Favour from this falſe Judgment, and both commend 
your good Senſe, and bleſs GOD for his great Love 
to you, in bringing you to hear his Goſpel, (the 
Bleſſings of Repentance, Faith, Pardon of Sin, Ho. 
lincſs of Heart!) againſt ſuch great Diſcouragemonts. 
For did you. follow this mu/tater Judgment, all the 


er. nn... 
John v. 43, 41. — ii. 33. 
$$ The Words ges and :&254u; are fo underſtood in 
the following Places, Matth. xxvii.. 18. Mark i. 22. 
Luke xxiu, 7. John 1, 12. 1 Cor. viii. 9. — ix. 4, 5 
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Pes in my Church had been as empty as thee tro 
or three. It would be well, therefore, if Perſons of 
Fortune (as the World love to ſpeak) - of Quality, 
(alas! what Kind of Quality often |! )—of Emmenge- - 
of any Sort, who live without GOD in the World, - 
— It would be well if they would reflect on their 

_ aggravated Caſe, (abuſeing the Talents GOD has 
given them I). not only as they have greater Ability, 
and Leiſure, to do the Good which they do not; 
but conſider the Sandton they give to all Manner of 
Sin and Wickedneſs by their bad Example. Who 
need to marvel, that the Artiſt, the Phyſician, the. 
Huſbandman, the Gardiner, the Flori/t, are not only 
vain, profane, and ungodly, in their Lives; but that 
they aſcribe to their own Genius and Induſtry, that 
Glory in the Exerciſe and Products of their ſeveral 
Faculties and Arts, which ſhould be given only to 
GOD,—the de Author of all the Excellence that is 
in Man; and (as you have already heard the Reaſon) 
are ſetting up for Sufficiency. in themſelves, and there- 
fore can do without GOD in the World? Where is 
the Artiſt that aſcribes not his Invention, his Con- 
trivance, his Improvement, his exquifite Neatneſs, 
and Elegance to his own Parts and Study, without 
conſidering who it was that gave him that Capacity, 
that Ingenuity, that Time, that Health, that Strength, 
or uho-it was that made him ſo induſtrious ? 

33. It is not, nor was it ſo, with the Taught of 
G O D, — with Bezaleel and Aboliab, when they 
wrought all Manner of curious Work for the Ser- 
vice of the Sanctuary. They acknowledged that it was. 
GOD, that put his Wiſdom alſo intò their Hearts, 
even that GOD who faid, * See I have called by 
Name Bezaleel, the Son of Uri, the Son of Hur, 
e of the Tribe of Judab, and I have filled him with 
„ the Spirit of GOD, in Wiſdom, and in Unders 
« ſtanding, and in Knowlege, and in ali Manner of 
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« Workmanſhip, to dive cunning Works; to 
« work in Silver, and in Braſs, and in Cutting of 
Stones to fet them; and in Carving of Timber, 
„% to work in all Manner of Workmanſhip. And 
, behold I have given with him Aboliab, the Sore 
« of Ahiſamach, of the Tribe of Dan; and in the 
Hearts of all that are wiſe-hearted, J have put 
«<. Wiſdom, that they may make all that I have com- 
%  manded thee *.”” | 

34. But does the Man of all Kind of human 


Learning act better than the Artiſt, or Tradeſman, 


in this Reſpect? I fear not. For if he is not alſo 
taught of GOD Þ, he can neither fear nor love Him, 
and if this he do not, he will never look up to Him, 
or be guided by Him, /o as to live with Him in this 
Horld. Does not the Phy/ician (who yet has ſuch 
Opportunities of ſeeing the ſurpriſeing Wiſdom of 
GOD in the human Structure, —- how fearfully and 
wonder fully Man is made /) Does not the Phyſician 
preſcribe his Medicines in his ewn Skill, without 
praying to that GOD, who alone giveth to every. 
Herb and Drug its healing Powers; and. then boaſt, 
that he hath healed, without once acknowleging the 
Hand of GOD ? Nay, he, generaly, takes Care (as. 
far as in him lies) that GOD ſhall have no Hand at 
all in raiſing the Sick, — that /e Elders of the Church 
be not called for, — that they pray not over him, ** leſt 
« they fink his Patient's Spirits, O learned Igno- 
rance in 'T hings /þirttual ! Sink them with the only 
Thing that (at that Time eſpecially) can raiſe them, 
even the Bleſſings and Comforts ot the Goſpel. So, 
(for without Grace the Leirned and Unlearned think. 
alike 4 in Matters of Religion) /o acteth the 3 | 
| and 


*Exod. xxxi. 2, c. + John vi. 45. 
+ This is evident trom freut Experience; for as it is 
hard to ſay, whether the Gas or the Hicke:, ſo is it —— 
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and Barbarian, In the ſame Spirit does the Huſband- 
man boaſt of his Crops, and when GOD hath bleſſed 


him with fruitful Seaſons, and has filled his Barns z 


even in the Feaſt of Ingathering, he is proud, un- 


thankful, and gets drunk, —vaunting, and boaſting, 


and ſaying, ** Soul, thou haſt much Goods laid up 


for many Years, take thine Eafe, eat, drink, and 
« be merry.” TI he Gardiner likewiſe, and Floriſt, -- 
are as proud of their Fruits and Flowers — All rejoy- 


cing in themſelves, as if the Increaſe of the Earth was. 
theirs, or they cculd cloath the Graſs of the Field in 


that variegated Beauty which Salomon, in all his Glo- 


ry, could not equal. 
35 But it would be endleſs to prove from more 


Inſtances, the Truth of my Second Head, even, that 
there are ſome ; and who they are, that /ve without. 


GOD in the World. For the whole Tribe of the 
Unhappy are they, —not only the Poor and Neceſſitous, 
whoſe even ant has not teught them to look up un- 
to Him, who giveth all Things z-edfwi, to thoſe who 


ſeek his Kingdom, and the Righteouſneſs thereof : But 


even the Noble, the Great, the Kich, the vain and 


unihinking Ones, who crowd the Eread-way, ſeek- 


ing Happineſs where it cannot be found, — out of 
GOD : Laughing at Him and his fagu/ar Fools ;— 
the one for Preicribing, the other for Walking, in 


the Straight-Gate,—the Narrow-Path,—the Path of 
Self-denial and Circymcafion,— that Diſcipline or Re- 
ſtraint /o ncedful to an exorbitant Creature, that has, 


moreover, miſtaken his Happineſs, —if not that cut- 


ting off the Members, — thoje Inſiruments of Unrigb- 
teouſneſs, (as Cucumciton hgnifies) or unholy Af- 


difficult to ſay whether the wiſe and learned or the ig- 


worant Mob, (whom they otherwiſe deſpiic) are at this 


Time (and have been) louder ag.inlt that Work of Grace 


which has appeared in this Land within theſe ten Years, 
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fections, and ſatanical Tempers, that till render the 
fallen, natural Man (let his outward Circumſtances 
be what they will) wretched ard miſerable. - Suffice 
it to ſay, in the general, that ſuch Athertical. that 
is, G0 D. le Diſpoſition of Heart, is the Source of 
all that Anxiety and Trouble, —that Superſtition and 


Dread of Chance and Fortune, or Miſchance and 


„% Misfortune ] —of that (otherwiſe needliſi Fear 
of * unlucky Accidents , — of Mitebes, Conjurers, 
and Evil Tongues, of Spirits, and Spectres, and Ap- 
paritions, which good Senſe itſelf, w:tho,t Grace, can 
never deliver a Man from. For as GOD often permits 
(in Judgment) thoſe who deal in Charms, and look 
not up to him for Healing, to be cured, — as he per- 
mits Satan, to whom they thus apply, to heal them 
in Vengeance: So does he ſend ſtrong Deluſions on 
thoſe who are happy and wiſe out of Himſelf, that 

they ſhould believe a Lie, — namely, the LIE oF 
HApPIN ESS, —of ſuch Happineſs; and permits the 
Deceiver to allure them with the Bait of fal/e. Plea- 


| ſure; or puniſh them with the Stings of real Miſery, 


who, through their evi Heart of Unbelief, are con- 
tinually departing from Him the living GOD. 

36. O!] natural Man, what has chanced unto thee 
(to uſe thy own Stile) that thou ſeeſt GOD in No- 
thing? That thou acknowlegeſt him as little in his. 
outward Providences and Diſpenſations towards thee, 
as in his Grace? Surely an Enemy hath done this] for 
the Seed firſt ſown was good *. 

37. Indeed it is true, that till a Man's Eyes are- 
opened by Grace,—by the Grace of GOD's HOLY 
SPIRIT, he can fee as little into his Kingdom of 


Nature and Providence, as into that of Grace and 


Glory. The Firmament, with all its radiant Suns, 


| | Words never in the Mouths of Chriſtians. 
Match. xiii. 24, — 30, 
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— the Out- geings of the M:rning and Evening, which 
always ſtrike the gracious Soul into Praiſe of GOD, 


affect Hin as little as GOD fo loved the World — 


« Him that cometh to me Iwill in no wife caſt out. 
«© —Ho! every one that thirſteth.— Why will ye 
«© die? - CHRIST in you the Hope of Gloiy.— The 
„ Things which GOD. hath prepared for them that 
« love Him.” And therefore, lo, GOD's out- 
ward Dijper/ations towards him, —his Dealings with. 
the Sons of Men, are generally miſtook and abuſed ; 
which, in a graciaus Soul, have always the End of 
their Appointment anſwered. Prefperity, for In- 
fiance, always begetteth in the Believer — Love, 
Thankfulneſs, Obedience, Lowlineſs of Mind; andy 
towards others, Beneficience, Brotherly-Kindneſs, 
Hoſpitality, and Good-will.— 4dverfity, as conſtantly ; 
produceth Patience, Humility, Submiſſion, Meck- 
neſs, and Reſignation. Whereas to the carnal Man, 
who has experienced Nothing of GOD's Grace, Pro- 
ſberity always worketh Pride, Superciliouſneſs, In- 
gratitude, Intemperance, Self-ſufficiency, Indepen-- 


dence, and a Love of the World, its Pomps and Va- 


nities: And Aduerſity as ſurely produces Murmuring, 
Impatience, Rebellion, unjuſt Accuſation, or fookfh 
charging of GOD; if not unwarrantable and unlaw- 
ful Means of remedying the intolerable Evil, which 
by human Laws, or Self-Viotence, often bring the 
zmpatient Murmurer,—the Rebel againſt GOD's Pro- 
vidences, to a ſhameful Death. | | 7985 

38. Should we mention hw little GOD is in our 


- Bulineſs, our Projeas, and Undertakings, —how ſel- | 
dom we begin, continue, or end + Aﬀairs, even of the 


greateſt Importance to us, in His Name and Strength, 
—imploring his Bleſſing upon them: But, rather, 
with thoſe who live without GOD in the World, ſay- 


+ Fourth Collect after the Offertory Com. Off. ; 
| ing, 


2 6 2 
ing, (as if our Time and Succeſs, as well as other Bleſ- 
ſing, were altogether our own, and in our Power) 10 
Morroꝛo we will go into ſuch a City, and continue there 
a Year, and buy, and ſell, and get Gain 4. Whereas 
he, who liveth with GOD, ſays, If the LORD wiLL, 
we ſhall live and do this or that . — Should we men- 
tion how heavily Diſappointments, and Death of 
Friends, lie on thoſe who ſee not GOD's Wiſdom 
and Love in all his Diſpen ſations; who are not re- 
ſigned to His Vill, becauſe they (as GODS) wou!d 
be independent on Him.—Should we mention, how 
continually uneaſy and miſerable they are, who believe 
not in, or (to expreſs it in Matters of common Life) 
coufide, and traft not in GOD, (and, alas! What 
{hall they do, when theſe Gods, — their Mammon, — 

their Pleaſures, - their Delights, forſake, or are not 
able to heip them !)—ſhould we mention how wretch- 
ed, even a Dream, the Croak of a Raven, the Tick- 
ing of a Spider, the Croſſing of a Knife, the Spilling 
of Salt, the Fall of a Chair, a Leaf, a Shadow, does 
make them, — and how juſt is it, that they who fear 
not GOD ſhould fear every Fhing elſe; that they 
who love not GOD fhould love other Things, both + 
the Enjoyment and Loſs whereof ſhould make them 
miſerable ?— Should we mention how little GOD is 
in our Diſcourſe and Converſation *, though it is an 
undoubted Truth, that what is much in our Hearts 
is much in our Tongue, fir out of the Abundance of 
the Heart the Mouth ſpeateth. Should we mention, 
how much lefs he is in our Joys and Delights, our 
Pleaſures and Diverſions, (for GOD, it ſeems, is ſo 
to be our Delight her:after, that he is to have ns 
Slure in our Enjoyments and Satisfactions here }— 


rok q fames iv. 13, vec 8 5 
® Phil. i. 27. Eph, iv. 29. Coll. iv. 5, 6. 
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our innocent + Amuſements, and Recreations, 
if (notwithſtanding) they may in ary wiſe be done in 


the Name of the Lord JESUS j.—Should we men- 


tion the clandeſtine Fraud in Trade and Buſineſs done 
by honeſt Men: The Rapine and Extortion when 
above, or in covert from, human Laws: The Sacri- 

lege and inhuman Abuſes of the Poor committed by 


Pariſh Officers; nay, indeed, the Unfaithfulneſs and 


Perjury perpetrated by their Betters, (Men of Ho- 
Nour and Reputation 1) in Places of Truſt: And yet 
again, the Trick and Villainy in what ſhould be fill, 
as it formerly was in Heathen States and Communi- 
ties, SACRED: I mean the Method, Execution, and 
Practice of our Law, and Law-Courts ||, or their 
outragiouſly expenſive and oppreſſtve Forms and Delayse 
That violent perverting of Fudgment and Fuſtice in 
the Land. (Woe unto you Lawyers, for ye lade 
Men with Burdens grievous to be borne /) Ina Word, 


+ Can I charge this Abuſe upon Want of Grace only, 
ſeems there not to be as great a Want of good Senſe alſo ? 
Such innocent Amuſements” as entertain the under- 
ftanding People of Englond,—as delight our Chriſtians, (the 
anointed of GOD) at Horn-Fair and Covent-garden ; at 


 Sadler's Wells, the Maſquerade, and Bartholomew: Fair. 


I mix them together, as there is ſo little Difference be- 
tween high and /ow Life, where there is neither Reaſon 
por Grace to dire. And J call upon our Magiſtrates, if 
not for Chriſtianity's Sake, yet, for the Sake of good Sen/e, 
I entreat them, if they would not be outdone by 
good Heathens, who could not ſuffer ſuch barefaced Lewd- 
neſs and Immoralities at Athens or Rome, when purely 
Ethnic; to put a Stop to ſuch z2n/en/ical as well as helliſh 
Diverſions, —fuch Effects of a myftikten Chriſlianity! For 
they ſap C unſeen) the very Spirit of Religion; and, on 
Account of them, as well a+ their great Cauſe Deiſm, the 
Wrath of GOD hang over this People. 5 
1 Coll. iii. 17. 3 | 
| Whether C:wi/ or Eccleſiaſtical. 


ſhould 
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ſhould we mention many other (« lth”) Things 


practiced by the Gallios of our Day, all as faſhion- 
able as polite Sabbath-Breaking, and over-weighed by 
the greater Authority of Cuſtom, and Sanction of 

reat Countenances, againſt the Laws of GOD: 


ho can, any longer, doubt but that even a People 


(called) Chr:iftian, live without GOD in the World ? 
39. Thus is GOD caſt out of his own World by 


all Ranks and Denaminations of Men among us, 
but the true Chriſtian. And human Sill and Know- 


lege, Caprice and Whim, Chance and Fortune, Vanity 
and Felly, Faſhion (too great for Law or Goſpel !) 
and tyrant Cuſtom, diſpoſe of all Things in it. And 


thus alſo have I endeavoured to ſhew, who they are 
that live without GOD in the World; and in what 


Reſpects the untaugbt of GOD, — the carnal, the 
natural Man does ſo, with Regard to Things tem- 
poral, or with Regard to GOD's Providences to- 
wards him, — his Abilities, his Giſts, his Talents, 
his Buſineſs and Occupations, his Proſperity and Ad- 
verſity. | | 5 

40. But how is it with regard to his Religion ? 


Can he live without GOD in this Werld, in relpe& * 


of that? Alas! he may and does. For firſt he lives, 
but it is meerly the Life of an Animal. With re- 
gard to GOD, and his SPIRIT, the Lord and 
*© Giver of Life *,” even in the mid/t of Life be is 
in Death; being (like a Branch cut off from a flou- 
riſhing Tree) ſeparate from the Father of Spirits, 
and through Want of Faith, (that is, as Iii ſigui- 
fies Truſt, Reliance, and Dependance on D) 
dead to Him : And yet he thinks he lives, becauſe, 
like other Animals, which can have no ſpiritual Com- 
munion with GOD, he moves, and eats, and drinks, 
and ſleeps, and ſings, and Dances, and Plays, that 


* Nicene Creed. 
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is. enjoys his GOOD—his GOD ! or bis more + 


GODS than one. Which Enjoyment (alas! he 
ſees it not) ſtill deadens his Soul more and more to 
Him that is its Life. Nor perceives he yet the Rea- 


ſon hereof; namely, that GOD (for Man's juſt Pu- 
-niſhment) ſaid ſo : In the Day (whatever Day it be) 


that thou eateſl,—ſo delighteſt in created Good inde- 


- pendently of me,—in Preference to me,—or placeſt 
Happineſs in it out of: me, (and is it not the long Day 


of /ome Mens Lives!) in that Day that thou ſeekeſt 


to be without me, whether in this World, or in the 

World to come; in that Day thou ſurely dies, —in 
the loweſt Senſe (for the Word of GOD has its Ef- 
fe) art unhappy. But the ſpiritual Man, whoſe 
Eyes are open, — whom the Unction teacheth all 
Things, who therefore judgeth all Things (no natural 


Man being able to frame any Judgment of him :} 
This Perſon plainly ſees the Reaſon hereof, and ſee- 
ing applauds the juſt Judgment of GOD. Nay, he 
ſees, moreover, that the End of the Atheiſt's amaſſing 
Wealth,—of his engrofling the World to himſelt, 


(thus needleſsly as unreaſonably perverting the com- 
mon Good) is not only, that he may make Proviſion 


. for the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſis thereof, but that he 


may render GOD, unneceſſary, — that he may be (to 
ſpeak in his own Language) independent of Chance, 


or Fortune; which yet, I have ſaid, is the Name of 


his GOD. | | 

41. But ſecondly, He not only lives, and / lives 
as to Things natural (as you have ſeen) but with re- 
gard- to his Religion, he lives without GOD in the 


| Wrld. For what is Religion? Is it not (as the 


Word implies) the binding again || the Soul of Man 


3 eſcaped from GOD; or the bringing it back to an 


+. Exod. xx. 3. Mark xii. 29. 
11 Cor. ü. 15. | Religo, | 


i 5 T3 -- . 
happy Dependance on its GOD, —its one Good ? And 
. What a ſweet Binding is this? What a loving Vio- 
lence, (ſhall I ſay ?) or kind Obligation? How does 
_ GOD conſtrain (I had almoſt ſaid) to be happy ?— 
Compel us by the mild Perſuaſion, or Drawings, of 
his SPIRIT to come in *? For (as the Caſe is with 
Man) he is relu#antly brought back. | 
442. In Heathen Nations, where the Light of the 
Goſpel ſhineth not, this Religion doth by the Uſe of 
the one Talent, —the Law of Nature and right Rea- 
ſon, —Juſtice, Equity, Temperance, and Truth, — 
that Law written in the Hearts of all Men. In 
Countries, as ours is, profeſſing Chriſtianity, Reli- 
gion bindeth again the Soul, and recovereth it again 
to GOD in a more extraordinary Way by ſuperad- 
ding (for who but an Antinoman dares to ſay, that a 
Chriſtian has no more to do with Truth, Equity, 
and Morality ?) the Light and Aſſiſtance of Grace, 
—by the Work of the Spirit, —the Unction of the 
Holy One, literally Chriſtianity,—or the Awakening 
and Quickening of the Soul, dead to GOD, and 
then the reproving it of Sin, Righteouſneſs, and Fudg- 
ment, For in each of theſe Stages, viz. of Repen- 
tance, Pardon, and Holineſs, the SPIRIT proceeding ' 
from the FATHER and the SON +, and then act- 
ing in his own purifying Capacity, worketh theſe 
Graces in the Believer's Heart. And a Man is a 
[:wer or higher Chriſtian, —a little Child, a young 
Man, or a Father 4, according to his Proficiency un- 
der each of theſe Diſpenſations. | 


43. Now Man (in general) liveth either with or 


without GOD in this World (with regard to his 


Religion) as he maketh a good or bad Uſe of theſe þ 


different Allotments of Reaſon or Grace,—both of 


_ ® Luke xiv. 23. + John xv. 26. Athanoſfian Creed. 
1 John ii. 12, 13, 14. gp 


them, 
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them, (yea the lower) great and undeſerved Vouch- 
ſafements to that Creature, who (as you have heard) 


fofeited ALL—not only baſely deſerted his GOD, but, 
with the Devil, (O unreaſonable Purpoſe ]) roſe up 


into a State of rebellious Independance on Him! For 

GOD, had not the Saviour of all Men then inter- 
poſed (then being the Time that he ſaid Lo / 1 

GOD, I fav, might juſtly have left Man to himſelf 
(the Animal as he luſted to be) without even the 
Guidance of Reaſon and Underſtanding ; that ſo he 
might experience and lament the Madneſs and Extra- 
vagance of his Choice (if we may ſuppoſe he could 

have done even this without Rationality) that fo he 
might reflet, I mean, on the monſtrous Folly of 


ſeeking to #now and be happy out of GOD f. 


44. The Motive then, we may preſume, on which 
this Bleſſing of Intelligence, Under/ianding, or Ra- 
tionality, which he had alſo forfeited was /eft unto 
Man; or ſub/tituted, if J may ſo ſay, in the room 
of a higher Gift, (Intuitive Knowlege ) was, that Man, 
upon Reflection, might come to himſelf, (as tis expreſ- 
ſed in the Parable of the Prodigal) - might return (as 
far as that Principle could lead him) to his GOD, — 
might, by the Uſe of this one Talent t) be fitted for 
two, and then for five t,—or might feel the Need of 
a higher Diſpenſation, and, through Grace, be brought 
into it ;—might defire, in fine, to be again under the 
Direction of GOD's good Spirit, - that Spirit which 
as it ſpake Light out of Darkneſs in the fr, might 
illuminate the darker Soul of Man in order to Fon, 0 


| cond, Creation, —the Kaim Kriox, new Creature, as 
reſtored Man is called. 


. + Gen. iii. 4, 5+ 
141 This ſeems to be the Drift of the Parable of the 
Talents. \ 1 


Fa as. This 
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. "0 45. This, (notwithſtanding the idolatrous and im- 
pure Worſhip of the Bulk of them) ſome of the 
wiſer Heathen, (Plato and Socrates) did. But as it 
was towards the Dawn of the Goſpel, they did not 
this barely of themſelves, or as meer Men, but were, - 
no Doubt, enlighten'd (as the firſt Fruits) by that 
Light that ſhould afterwards Jighten the Gentiles, or 
were illuminated by a diſtant Glimmering of the 
Day-Star from on High. | | 
46. But to return from this ſhort incidental Di- 1 
23 if I may call it one, and not rather an II- 
; uſiration of my Argument: Man liveth, I have ſaid, 
8 either with or without GOD in this World, (with 
Regard to his Religion) as he maketh a good or bad 
Uſe of the different Allotments of Reaſon and Grace, 
Ihe Heathen (for Inſtance) believes, that there is a 
GOD : For Reaſon loudly ſpeaks this. And not on- 
ly that there is a GO, but that he is a Rewarder 
of all them that diligently ſeek him, — the loweſ? 25" 2 
of Fig! choc Faitht. He believes GOD to be Eter- 
nal, Omnipreſent, Omniſcient, All-powerful ; and par- 
ticularly his moral Attributes, — that he is holy, juſt, J 
and good. He believes the Immortality of the Soul, 
and a future State of Rewards and Puniſhments. And 
as Faith always affects Practice, (for otherwiſe it is 
| but Opinion, or, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, a ſounding 
1 Brafs, or a tin kling Cymbal) he ſeeks to glorify GOD, 
7 and do good to Man, by a Careful Practice of moral 
Virtue,—of Juſtice, Mercy, and Truth. A Hea- 
then then lives without: GOD in the World, if he 
conſiders not (and it affects not his Conduct) the dif-. 
ferent Relations he ſtands in to GOD and Man, — if“ 
he is not a Worſhipper of the one GOD, —if he is 
not touched with the obligatory Nature of Virtue, 
(how much yet inferior to Grace !) if he is not con- 
ſſcientioufly ſober, true, juſt, and honeſt. e 
I The loweſt Degree of a Chriſtian's, is the higheſt of 
a Heathen's, Faith. 
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47. But 


47. But ſhall a Chriſtian, —a Perſon (as you have 
heard) anointed with the Spirit of CHRIST, which 
if he have not he is none of HIS ||, that is, no 
Chriſtian, —Shall a Chriſtian, who (having been pre- 
pared by his own Spirit) hath put en CHRIST %,— 

| bath been baptized into CHRIST X, —into a Confor- 
mity to Him , —into the Power of his Death and 
Reſurrection 7 And who accordingly, by his all- 
quickening Spirit, hath been raiſed from his Death in 
- Nature,—hath been brought to that Repentance that 


6 >» % w oo FT v5 0 


- has fitted him for a Senſe of GOD's pardoning Love, 
5 —and ſo meaneth ſomething by Atonement and Recon- 
h ciliation & meaneth ſomething (with his own Church) 
d } by Faith, even that it is a ſure Truſt and Confidence, 
K that GOD, for CHRIST *s Sake, hath forgiven him 
a bis Sins **, —meaneth ſomething by Goſpel, as it is 
= | the Power of GOD to Saluation, —Shall a Chriſtian, 
r in whom Grace and Peace are daily multiplying, — 
e who is ſanctifyed in Part; or daily ſanctify ing, and 
. renewing in the Spirit of his Mind. In a Word, 
— ſhall a Chriſtian, who may enjoy all theſe Bleſſings, 
'> J and under a higher Diſpenſation,—ſhall he look for 
I. no greater Bleſſings than the Heathen, — this natural 
d Man? GOD forbid! If he does, —if it is poſſible 
is | for a true Chriſtian fo to do, —if he does (and it is 
42 but too common for nominal Chriſtians ſo to do) he: 
„ is in a worſe Condition than the honeſt Heathen, and 
al capable of greater MWictedneſs. If he does, he is the 
* Man (but under a much ſerer Condemnation) who, 
9 |. * well as the other, who made not a proper Uſe 
ik I Rom. viii. 9. 
18 nen een. 
by: - + Luke vi. 40. 1 John iv. 17. . 
ws | 7 Rem. viii ; 
| 9 Rom. v. 11. 

of ** Homily of the Salvation of Man. 
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of the natural Light ; liveth without GOD in the 


World. 


48. And ſo I proceed to ſhew briefly (it being 
anticipated in a good Meafure under this laſt Head) 
to ſhew, how Man, in general, (I ſpeak to Gen- 
TILES alſo, if by any Means I may provoke to Emu- 
lation them [Chriſtians] that are my Fleſh, and might 


ſave ſome of them) to ſhew, I ſay, haw Mar” may 


e brought to a better Mind; even ſo as to give 


GOD Glory in every Thing; or ſo to live with 
_ GOD here that he may live eternally with Him here- 


after. | 


439. Let a Heather's Faith then influence his Prac- 
tice. For bare Speculation, Opinion, the Faith of 


Aſſent, or uninfluencing Faith“, will avail the natural 


Man no more than it will the fancied anointed one, 
the nominal Chriſtian, Let the Heathen: ſee that 
be mean ſomething, that as he believes there is a- 


GOD, he live in his Fear; for (comparatively ſpeak- 
ing) he cannot love him: I mean,” not /o love him 
as a Chriſtian does ;—a Chriſtian who loves GOD, 


- becauſe GOD firſt loved him in CHRIST +,—who 
loves GOD only becauſe this Eove is Sed abroad in 
Hit Heart by the Spirit given unto him., or becauſe 
he is pardoned, that is, has much, forgiven him ||, 
Let the natural Man fee, that he ſo fear GOD as 
(with the little Power he has) not, to offend him-: ® 


Then, conſequently, he will not (as ſome miſtaben 
Chriſtians do) provoke him for Provocation's Sake, 
and out of pure Malignity, by profaneing that Name 
which Archangels lie proftrate before, — by blaſphe- 


ming it in Curſes and Oaths, or challenging GOD 


to damn him eternally in Hell, as they 8 


Or the Papiſt's Opa: Operatum. . 
+. 1 John iv. 10, 19. + Rem. v. 5. 
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50. The Gentile will ice alſo, that he keep the 
Second Table of the Law, even, that he be ju/? to 
his Neighbour, —that he oppreſs not the Poor, - that 
he cheat or over-reach not,—that he be fair and equi- 
table in his Trade, Commerce, and Dealings with 
all Men,—that he de unto all Men as he would 
<< they ſhould do unto him,” —that he be /o tempe- - 
rate, in himſelf, as to abuſe none of GOD's good 
Creatures by Covetouſneſs or Exceſs, - that he pay a 
Regard to Truth as well as Juſtice, making Con- 
ſcience of a Lie, and much more of ſlandering his 
Neighbour. Ciceros HonesTUM, and Ari/tetle's 
| Awaiyotr, (in the Extent of theſe Words) have Place 
in his Heart. He (properly) regardeth the moral and 
prudential Writings. of all Heathen Sages (too claſſi- 
cal among Chriſtians, if prized more than the Life- 
giving Word of GOD) as having no better Guide 
and Direction / to follow. To ſay no more; that he 
may be enabled to do his Duty to GOD and Man; 
the Firſt and Second able of the great Law of Na- 
ture, (contained by the Heathen of old in theſe two 
emphatic Words, Jus and Fas) that is, that he may 
be godly and righteous, is his conſtant Prayer &. 
£7 | The 
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®..Compoſitum Jus Faſque animo, ſanctoſpue receſſus 
: Mentis, & incoctum genero/o pettus hanefto 
« Heac cedo; ut admoveam templis & Farre litabo. 

J have often admired this Prayer. of Perus. He muſt 
have converſed (as it is evident Virgil did by his Po/lio) 
with the Children of Revelation; if not, have lived (for 
I am a Stranger to his Story, nor have I the Book by 

me) about the Times of CHRIST or his Apoſtles. I am 
ſure the Sentiments therein are abundantly higher, .and 

more ſpiritual, than'thoſe of a natural uninſpired Heart. 

They are even./criptural, and favour much of the Fer- 
vour and Simplicity of David's Pſalms. © O Logo (as 

it may be tranſlated) may the: whole Compoſition of 
* wy 
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The Heathen, who thus lives up to the Light he 
has, though the Law {of Nature alſo) be weak through 
_ the Fleſh, and who makes the beſt Uſe of the one 
Talent, certainly liveth not without G O D in this 
F/orld, and (though he cannot be ſuch a Partaker of 
the Divine Nature F as he who is Chriſtianized into 
it) ſhall as certainly be ſaved by GOD the SON in 
the next: For he has lived under Obedience to the 
Law of the FATHER written in his Heart, and 
what can hinder him (as GOD is faithful and juſt) 
from the COMMON SALVATION f, through the 
SON? But what an unſpeakable and glorious ur- 
prize will this be to him, having not known CHRIST 
by Faith Here, to find himſelf ſaved by him in Para- 

dice? How ſhall he wonder at the Strangeneſs of his. 
own Salvation [the unexpected Manner of it! con- 
feſſing now (though ſelf- righteous Deiſis, called Chri- 
ſtians, will not do it) that it ct more than Man can 

do, to redeem Men's Souls ||; and that, were it to de- 
pend upon the Ability of Men, they muſt let it alone 
forever . Then will he gratefully acknowlege his 
Salvation owing, not to his Works» (which he had 
a better Reaſon. to boaſt of than any Chriſtian of us 
all) but to the invalueable Sacrifice of CHRIST. JE- 
SUS, who taſted Death for k VERY Man *. Who 
was the PROPITIAT ION for Sin *. — Vea, a full, 


* my Soul be Godlineſi and Righteouſneſs, that I may be 
enabled to do all the Duty i owe to thee, and to all 
Mankind. Sanctify the iamoſt Deſires and Inclinations 
of my Heart. Inſpire and tincture my every T hought, 
with a gererous Benevolence to all Men, as the Spring 

of my Actions towards them. Grant me but theſe 
Bleflings, and then I will come to thy Temple, and 
offer unto thee this agreeable Sacrifice of what thou. 
« haſt given me.“ 

N i. 4. t} Jade 33. | 

| || Palm xlix. 7, 8. Heb. ii. 9. 1 John ii. 2. 
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perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, and Satts-. 
Faction for the Sins of the waoLE WoRLD, fays that 
charitable Church T. And then ſhall the whole hu» 
man Race (Gentile, Few, and Chriſtian) ſee, that as 
in Adam all died, fo in CHRIST are all made alive. 
All who have , — all who make Uſe of his purchaſed 
Bleſſings, — his ſeveral Allotments of Reaſon and 
Grace. For as both of theſe are the Purchaſe of 
CHRIST for the Creature, who had forfeited all ; 
ſo neither of them neglected (like a ſovereign, infal- 
lible Med'cine, unapplied) will avail *. 
+ Conſecration Prayer, Comm. Office. 

Þ 1 Cor. xv. 22. 5 | 

Matth. xiii. 12. Philip. ii. 12, 13. | 
* Would to GOD that ſome formal! unmeaning Profeſ- 

ſors of the Eſtabliſhed Church, did conſider this ! That 
they did but ſee, how they fall into the very Error (tho 
not upon Principle, I hope) of thoſe whom they deſpiſe, 
even of the Prede/tinarians, and Antinomians, who talk 
of an inſignificant Goſpel, <—_—_//te and irreſpectiwe, 
—ſetting aſide all Conformity of the Soul to CHRIST's 
cr al 1 and 1 of 15 Sin- 
eſtroying Death; of his Life-reftoring Reſurrection [Rom. 
646J—15 Fruits — its — ind Evidences, which 
they are not aſhamed to ſpeak againſt !—and ail to ward 


ef the Croſs, —the dying to Sin; catching (to that Purpoſe) 


at a few Texts of Scripture, which they /wweetly explain 
contrary to the general Deſign of the Goſpel, whoſe Bleſ- _ 
ſings are deſigned to be as diffufive and extenſive, as the 
Damage of the Fall. For as by the Offence of ONE, Fudg- 
ment came upon AL L Mex 70 Condemnation, even ſo by the 
Righteonjneſs of ONE the Free Gift came upon ALL MEN 
unto Juſtiſcation of Life. Rom. v. 18. How different is 
this Shoffling, —this Hypocriſy with GOD, from that 


Angle. eyed, meaning Church which prays, if we would 


„obtain what GOD does promiſe, we may love that 


„which he does command a: And that GOD * would 


< utterly aboliſh the whole Body of Sin in her People *.“ 
a See the Collect, 14th Surzay after Trinity, and laſt - 
Prayer in the Office of Publick Baptiſm. 


51. How 


US 
51. How good then is GOD, even in this lerer 
Diſpenſation ! How good is every Thing that is of 
GOD! Right Reaſon, as well as Grace! though 
weak, inſufficient, and precarious the former be- to 
ſuch a Creature, with Regard to the latter. How is 
his Mercy diffuſed over all his Works! How gra- 
cious ! how loving is he to every Man ! Calleth he 
not his OWN Servants, and delivereth unto them als 
Goods ! Here is a great Bleſſing I have ſaid for the 
natural Man,—even the Servants in GOD's Houſe, 
who fear Him, —how much greater for his Sens, who 
love him ; and experience the Power of his Love to 
them, renewing them ; and of his Grace giving them 
Dominion over the Devil and Sin !—a great Bleſſing 
for the Gentile, who has no Poſſibility of coming at 
the Goſpel / I mean not for the Dei, who has, and 
who may therefore be ſaid to neglect, if not diſpiſe, 
it ;—the Deiſt, who lives under the Sound of the 
Goſpel, and but a Sound! - who may enjoy the broad 
 Day-light thereof, but in Darkneſs cloſes his Eyes 
againſt the Light, and will not ſee.— Looking from 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, that riſeth for him alſo with 
Healing in his Wings, he is content with the ſeem- 
ing Light that is in rotten Wood, or ſtinking Fiſh, 
which can beget neither real Light, nor genuine 
Warmth, in his dark and frozen Heart.—A Deiſt to 
whom five Talents are allotted, yet chuſes but one, 
which, alſo, he wraps up in a Napkin, buries-in the 
Earth, and then calls GOD a hard Man. The ſo- 
lemn religious De:/? who miſtakes his High- calling, 
that Faith, — that Goſpel of Salvation; and, with 
the Heathen or Jeu, ſeeks to be juſtified by his 
Works, —by the Deeds of that Law by which 10 
Fleſb ſball 5 juſtified, ſays St. Paul, and which, to 
him eſpecially, ſpeaketh nothing but Vrath and Con- 
demnation ; O that he may ſee it! and which (over- 
looking where his Strength lies) he has neither Will 
_ on 


CR} --* | 
nor Power to fulfil ; till awakened by Grace, and 
bruiſed by Repentance, and juſtified as ungodly +, 
but now believing, he become Chriſtian, and ſo ex- 
perience GOD's pardoning Love to himſelf a Sinner, 
which, ſhed abroad in his Heart, melts it into Love 
(for having much forgiven he loveth much) that Love 
which is Obedience, the acceptable Principle of a 
Believer's good Works. For then only, as proceed- 
ing from GOD, — from his Faith and Love, are they 
done (ſays our Church) * as GOD willeth and com- 
«© mandeth them.” , | . 

52. But to proceed to the Chriſtian; for Reaſon 
' ſufficiently dictates the aboveſaid Things, and if an 
obſerve them not, they are ſo far from being Chri- 
ian, that they are not reaſonable Creatures. The 
Chriſtian then, or the anointed of GOD, liveth with- 
out GOD in the World, (if *tis poſſible) with Regard 
to his Religion, who looks to be ju/tified, accepted 
by GOD, or brought into his Favour, otherwiſe than 
GOD has appointed in his Goſpel,—who ſeeks to 
pleaſe GOD, or be reconciled, —made holy, and con- 
; ſequently happy, otherwiſe than by the Merits of 
THE MEDTIATOR, — the Atonement and Death,— 
the Reſurrection and Life, -in one Word, called the 
Righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST t, both imputed 
and imparted to him; that is, realy brought into his 
Soul by FaiTH, and wrought therein, taking away 
(both the Guilt and Defilement of) Sin . For what 
Ignorance of Self, as well as Pride and Inſolence to- 
wards GOD, muſt it be, to imagine that Man, or 
any Creature, can do any Thing to merit (ſuppoſe it 
never ſo good, What is it that they have not received? 
at GOD's Hand? or that any Thing ſhort of infinite 
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„ 
Perfection and Excellence (the Righteouſneſs come 
down from Heaven *) can either atone, recommend 


to, or pleaſe an offended GOD, who is infinitely juſt, 


infinitely wiſe, infinitely holy, infinitely ſufficient ? 
The Chriftian then (as to his Religion) lives 40ith- 
out GOD in the World, who thinks to ſerve, and 


pleaſe, and worſhip Him, otherwiſe than GOD will- 


eth in the New Teſtament,.— IN, BY, and THROUGH 
JESUS CHRIST +. If, being under GOD's fa- 
wourite Diſpenſation, I muſt call it, (for though loving 
He be to every Man, his Goods are his. own , and no 
Fault bad. been found with him [the Gentile] who 
received but one Talent, had he improved it)—if en- 


joying Power, as he may, he chuſe Inſufficiency ;— 


if in Fulneſs and Light he prefer ethnic Emptineſs and 
Darkneſs, (as I may comparatively ſpeak)—if, being 


under a better Covenant, that of a Son, he chuſe to 
live as a Servant, under the Pedagogy of the Law,— 


a Jew rather than a Chriſtian, - under Ordinances, 


ſuch as touch not, taſte not, handle not; (which all 


are to periſh in the uſing) rather than that Service of 


GOD which is perfect Freedom, —if, notwithſtanding | 


all Things are now ready, and the good Wine kept un- 


til now 3—if, rather than the fatted Calf, he chuſe to 


feed on Hubs with Swine,—if he defire to be kept 
under the Condemnation of the Law, even though 


Faith be Now revealed ||, if he chooſe Imperfection 


before Perfection d. Bondage before Liberty, —Guilt 
before Peace,. — Fear before Love: Indeed he lives 


without GOD in the World. For GOD will not be 


found of one called to Chriſtianity, under the Law; 


* Pſalm lxxxv. 11. | 

+ Coll. ii. 10, -——ii. 11. 

T Matth. xx. 15. xxv. 14. 
Gal. iii. 23. : 
$ Heb, vii. 196 — X. 1, 14, 
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except it be that Law of the Goſpel y$—that Law 
of CHRIST *,—that Law of Love, with its Works 
(that Work of Faith, that Labour of Love!) which 
we are called to fulfil *: And then only enabled to ful- 
fil, when juſtified, (for when wwe have much forgiven 
we love much) or after Grace and Inſpiration, ſays 
our Church +, being (as St. Paul ſpeaks of himſelf ) 
not without Law to G O D, but under the Law to 
CHRIST jy. And a fad Thing it is, (O that our 
Deiſts had Eyes to ſee it!) that one called to Free- 
dom from the Curſe of the Law,—called to that Li- 
berty whereby CHRIST has ſet us free, ſhould ftill 
ſeek to return to Bondage, as the Law ever muſt be 
zo fallen Man, without Grace, without Faith,—that 


without theſe any baptized Chriſtian ſhould deſire to 


return to thoſe Laws, whether of Moſes or of Na- 
ture, which ſome thouſands of Years Experience 
might ſhew, that neither of them can juſtify ||. Thes 
both was, and'is, the Caſe of the unhappy Fews, in 
particular ; and yet not ſo particular but that there 
are ftill more unhappy Chriſtians (ſo called) who be- 
ing yet ignorant of GOD's Righteouſneſs, and going 
about to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, do not ſub- 
mit to the Righteouſneſs of GOD F. „„ 
5 3. In a Word, the nominal Chriſtian lives wirhb- 
out GOD in the World, if, out of his own proper 
Diſpenſation (where GOD accepteth not Chriſtians) 


— NS 


he looks to be Chriſtian without the Chr:ijm**—the 


Unction, or the chriftianizing Graces of the HOLY 
SPIRIT **,—proceeding firſt from the FATHER 
| De (under 
* * Matth. xxii. 37, 38, 39, 40. Gal. vi. 2. 
1 Thefl. i. 3 I kXIIth and XIIIch Articles. 
I And does their favourite Apoſtle ſay ſo ? Surely then 
our Antinomians in all their Ravings againſt the Laws of 
GOP, can mean only, Touch not, taſte not, &c. 
Acts xiii. 38, 39. 1 
r Kficha, 1 John ii. 20. Chriſm, Chriſt, Chriſtian, 
: | G Chriſtianity, 


6 
(under the Miniſtry of the Baptiſt) in Awatenings, 
Convictions, and Repentance : Then from the SON, 
in Peace, and Pardon, and Adoption : And, laſtly, 
acting in his own proper Capacity, reſtoring the loſt 
Likeneſs of GOD, or rendering the Soul (through 
Love) pure and holy. All which Benefits our Church 
comprehends in Her authoritative Benediction, — 
«© The Bleſſing of GOD Almighty, the Farmer, 
© the Son, and the HoLy GHrosr.” 

54. But now methinks I hear ſome of you ſay, 
haſten to the material Point in your laſt Head, and 
ſhew us how we Chriſtians ſhall be brought to a bet- 
ter Mind !—How we may know GOD % as to live 
with him both here and hereafter. . 

55. By this Requeſt, as I hope, you are ſimple 


and teachable, and now, at length, confeſs, that ye 


know nothing yet as you ought to know, - that you 
know not the Works of GOD except he teach you, 
no more than ye know, what is the Way of the Spi- 


rit, nor how the Bones do grow in the Womb of her 


that is with-Child — As you are now convinced of 
your Folly and Preſumption, in looking to know 
GOD without his SPIRIT, —and that all barely hu- 
man Knowlege, in Matter of Chriſtian Religion, is, 
at beſt, Subtlety *, if not Error and Ignorance : For 
that a Chriſtian ſhould look for thoſe Revealings of 
the SPIRIT, or the (now-mentioned) anointing, 
which teacheth you all Things, and bringeth all Things 
to your Remembrance, whatſoever he hath ſaid unto 
you f.— Now that you count this Ph:loſophy,—this 


Chriſtianity. See where the E/znce of our Religion lies. 
Without %s it is but Name and Notion ; and with this 
it is ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed from the natural Religion of 
good Heathens, and guarded from the Deiſm of mi/erable 
Chriſtians. | | 

Gen. ii. 1, + John xiv, 26, ow Xvi. 13. 
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Wiſdom of Man f, after the Rudiments of the TWorld 3 


but vain Deceit, —but Loſs, for the Excellency of the 
Knowlege of CHRIST FESUS our Lord t, for that 


no Man can ſay that FESUS is the Lord but by the 


HOLY G HOST ||. Now, in a Word, that ye have 
Ears to hear, and an Heart to underftand : And that 


ye are coming to CHRIST as little Children, in the 


Quality of Diſciples, [waz] Learners: I will en- 
deavour to inſtruct you, as well as I can, (O that I 


myſelf were the Scribe inſtructed to the Kingdom of 


GOD 7) I will endeavour to give you Meat in due 
Seaſon, — to feed your Souls that are now awakened 


for Food, —to nouriſh them with the ſincere Milk of 


the Word 9, that ye may grow thereby, ] will put you 


in remembrance of theſe Things, though ſome of you 


know them, yea, be e/?ablifhed in the preſent Truth; 
for to me, to ſay the ſame Things unto you, as it is 
not grievous, fo for you it is ſafe. | 


56. Would you know GOD then, as Chriſtians, 


fo as no longer to live without Him in this World? 
Would you enter into that Life eternal which reſults 
from the Knowlege of the only true GOD ; indeed, 
it muſt be by FESUS CHRIST, whom he hath (for 
that Purpoſe) /ent *, for no Man cometh unto the FA. 
THER but by me, ſays our LoRD; and, ſays his 
Apoſtle, GOD who commanded (or, as he commanded 
—in the ſame Power that he commanded) Light to 
ſhine out 1 Darkneſs, hath ſbined in our Hearts, to 
nowlege of the Glory of GOD, in the Face 

of FESUS CHRIST T. Now, in order to get this 
nowlege of CHRIST, and of GOD, it is princi- 


paly needful, that we know our own Hearts, by his 


11 1 Cor. ii. 1. — i. 17. Coll. ii. 8. Phil. iii. 
7, — 10. 5 5 g 
1 Cor. xii. 3. 51 Pet. ii. 2. 
* John xvii. 3. . + & Cor. iv. &: | 
G 2 SPIRIT, 
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SPIRIT, and that, through Repentance, we be brought 
to feel the Death and Hell that is in our Nature; and 
fo the Kingdom of GOD be at Hand, with us, or ſo 
we be fitted for the Kingdom of Heaven; GOD's 
Reign (again) in the Heart, - the Bleſſings of the 
Goſpel! Pardon, Peace, and Holineſs! and their 
inſeparable Fruit, good Works. - Love to GOD! 
Love to Man! or :nward and outward Chriſtianity, 
| Faith and Practice, by GOD /o joined together as 
| never to be ſeparable by Man! 

57. Pray then, my Brethren, to know your own 
Hearts, if you would come to GOD through JESUS 
CHRIST,—yea, to know your own Hearts, J ſay, 

though great an Impropriety this Requeſt may ap- 
pear to Common Senſe, for “ ſure every one knows 
*« his own Heart.” Beg to be convinced of Sin and 
\ Unbelief, and of your 4% and undone State confequent 
thereon ; though contrary his be to the World's rule- 
ing Maxims of ** Self-Eſteem, Character; Reputa- 
«© tion, Self-Love, every one believes, Yea, beg to 
be reproved of Sin, though it ſhould beget in you that 
godly Sorrow *, — that ſpiritual ſelf Condemnation, — 
that Repentance unto Life, that broken and contrite 
Heart, GOD's acceptable Sacrifice, which the World 
voteth to be Melancholy and Madneſs :” And 
though, in order to as great a Paradox to the ſame 
World, even Peace with GOD on the Forgiveneſs of 
Sin +, (for no Man can know in this Life that his 
“ Sins are forgiven)” and Holineſs of Heart, or the 
1 new Creation, or the being ſo born of GOD that a 
=. Man cannot fin ; nay, that he cannot fin becauſe he is 
| born of GODj, © For this, of all others, is Pre- 
| « ſumption and Blaſphemy,—Arrogance to the laſt 
Degree, yea, Blaſphemy, to think to be like . 


223 — „„ ———— — 


H xale Osco Ar, that Sorrow accord ing to GOD. 
+ Nom. v. 1. 1 1 John iii. 9. 
\ « GOD, 


met ue ears; wa troes ..” „% % 2 I 
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. « GOD, though they may talk never ſo much of 
„Love divinely inſpired with all the Chriſtian Graces, 

Vb or pretend that /? [this Likeneſs] was Man's ori- 

« ginal Prerogative and Felicity, which, now loſt, 

(they ſay) it is the one End of the Goſpel to re- 

„ ſtore.” Thus, alas! does the World continue „ill 

(becauſe it rejeas the Teachings of GOD's Sy1r1T) 
to ſpeak Evil of the Things it underſtands not,—thus 
(as of old) does it perſiſt to ſpea# againſt the Things 

ſpoken by PAUL and JohN, contradicting and blaſphe- 

| ming ||. Thus does it put away the Word (the Go- 

| ſpel) ſpoken unto them JUDGEING THEMSELVES un- 

worthy 8 everlaſting Life |}. | f 

. 58. But pray, J ſay, pray in general for al! Grace, 

| and pray, in particular, againſt this werldly Spirit, 

13 though greatly countenanced, and highly ſaſhionable 

c it be; for many Things there are as highly ęſteemed 
among Men, as Deiſm, or Self-Fuſtification, which 

are abominable in the Sight of GOD &. Yea, labour 

| againſt this Spirit of the World which (having not yet 

| received the Truth) is an Enemy to GOD, however it 

bde called; for, fo long as it prevaileth, the Work of 

5 Grace cannot go on. Be conſtant, alſo, in all the 

| other Ordinances in which GOD may be found. He 

invites you to come to him-in them. Seek ye my Face, 

| fays he.—Let him that is a-thirſt come. Aſe and ye 

e ſhall have; ſeek and ye ſhall find; knock and it ſhall 

be opened unto you. —Strive * to enter in at the ſtraight 

Gate; for many, I ſay unto you, will ſeek (coldly 

| ſeek) to enter in, and ſhall not be able; that is, ef 

themſelves, and in their own Strength, But all Things 
are poſſible to him that belieuetb. And I can do all 

| Things (ſays the anointed one, the Chriſtian) through 

. CHRIST ſtrengthening me. 


II Ass xiii. 45, 46. $ Luke xvi. 15. 
Aſungeobe, agonize. Luke xiii. 24. 
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59. GOD is always found of them that are #v1/l- 
ing to be made whole,—of them accordingly that ſeek 
him ſincerely in his Ordinances. Though not ſo con- 
fined to them as not to be found alſo (as the Prophet 
ſpeaks) by thoſe that ſeel him not. For the firſt Work 
of Grace is often out of them; and GOD's Provi- 
dences and Diſpenſations, whether proſperous or ad- 
verſe (though more commonly the latter) oftentimes 
more ſucceſsfully awaken the outward, daring, and 


abandoned Sinner, (in whom there is not even the Form 
| 4 Godlineſs) than the Drudgery of Prayer, — the /:fe- 
e 


s Taſk does the cold hackney Formaliſt in his Round 


of Duties, which, alas! he takes for Religion, or 


rather miſtakes for that Power of Love in the Soul! 
though but poor Means thereto, as he uſes them. 

60. Let me but endeavour then, my Brethren, to 
inform your Souls, (your Souls both ſeeking the Log D 
in his Ways, and deſirous to know what he ſays to 
you in his outward Providences and Diſpenſations ) Let 
me but endeavour to tell you, how you may become 


truly Chriſtian, —to deſcribe the Proceſs of the Work 


of Grace in the Heart; and then the Way is pointed 
out allo, how you may ſo live with GOD here, that 
you may live with Him eternally hereafter, For 
Happineſs is :7/eparable from Holineſs. | 

61. The Work of Grace, and the Proceſs thereof, 


in the Heart, in order to live with GOD in the World 
(as a Chriſtian) is zhus The Soul, as you have heard, 


is firſt awakened and guickened by Grace (for no Man, 
ſays the Pſalmiſt, hath quickened his own Soul) into 
ſome Senſe of itſelf : As ſoon as it ſees itſelf, it finds the 


Sentence of Death in itſelf, even that righteous, and juſt, 


though dreadful Sentence, Geneſis the ſecond Chapter 
and ſeventeenth Verſe : For it is reproved of Sin, and the 
Wages thereof is Death. The Man who has received 
the Bleſſing of GOD the FATHER (a Curſe in the 
Opinion of che World!) in the Convictions of Sin, 

8 — under 
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under the Spirit of Bondage, —under the Curſe of 
the Law , — under the Miniftry of the Bapti/?, or 
the Bapti/m of Repentance (afterwards teſtified by its 


meet Fruits) ſees himfelf in the Nakedneſs of ApAM, 


—the whole Adam, — ſpoiled of the Image of GOD! 


and not only / (for as I've ſaid, there is a poſitive as 


well as a privative Malignity wrought in the Soul by 


the Fall) not only ſo, but poifoned with many helliſh 


Tempers, Deſires, and Luſts, which new he finds 


could never have been in him from the beginning, — 


could have had no Place in the Creature made in the 


Image of GOD. He is, in ſhort, convinced of the 


intire Corruption of his Nature; yea, of Unbelicf, 
for which he is condemned already 1. | 

62. Now, knowing the Terrors of the Lord that 
await Sin, — that neceſſary Conſequent of Unbelief ! 
(eſpecially as it implies Adam's Diftruft of GOD, that 
made him rely on the Devil) and finding the Truth 
of what the Prophet ſays, that there is no Peace to the 
Wicked ; for that Deftrufion and Miſery are in his 
Ways, and the Way of Peace has he not known ; he 


begins, but it is yet in his own Strength (for all Men, 


like the fir/?, will endeavour as long as they can to 


do without GOD, and to cover and, patch up their 


Sin, though it were but with Fig-leaves, before they 


— to GOD and his Righteouſneſs, through 
JESUS 


if he miſtake not the Decay of Nature—for Grace, 


Tor Conqueſt over Appetite) he reſolves to leave off 
his groſs Sins, and ſinful Companions too; he begins to 


read, and pray, and ſaſt, and go to Church, and to 
the Sacrament, and to do good. And here he would 
fain reſt, having done theſe Things purely to quiet 
Conſcience ; adding to all his other Sins Se!f- Righte- 
+ Gal. iii. 10, 13. Deut. xxvii. 26, 
t Hd xexfila, John iii. 18. | 
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HRIST') he begins, I ſay, to amend his 
Life outwardly (and if advanced in Years it is well 
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ouſneſs ; though, indeed, he was ſo before ; unawakened 


and deviliſh as he was: Here, I ſay, he would fain 


ſum up his Religion, and think all well. But though 
needful theſe Duties be as preſcribed, and though ac- 
ceptable to GOD as Fruits of Faith, and done by a 
Believer in the Power thereof, and in Love; yet the 
all-gracious SPIRIT of GOD ſhews him farther, that 
when he has done all theſe Things he is an unprofitable 


Servant, — that, that which is born of the Fleſh is (but) | 


Flaſb.— That all our Righteouſneſſes are but as filthy 
Rags , availing nothing towards our Reconciliation 
with GOD, or the Forgiveneſs of our Sin. 

63. He finds now, that, notwithſtanding this that 
is called Religion, he knows nothing of the Spirit 


thereof, having hardly ye? the Form. For here is no 


Sin-forſaking Repentance ; here is no Conver/ton, 
its immediate Fruit ; here is no intward Work, far- 


ther than preparatory to a greater. Though he may, 
in ſome Senſe, have reformed his Life, his Heart is 


not reformed ; he finds that ſtill as bad or worſe than 
ever: For now he ſees it, and is aſhamed. And, as 
he is coming to CHRIST, the Devil throws him down 
and tares him 5. He finds his Heart full of Indepen- 


dence, Self-ſuffictency, Rebe'lion, Anger, Pride, Luſt, 
'yea, the whole Kingdom of Satan within. He finds 


his ?nward Parts very Wickedneſs, — that he is earth- 


by, e deviliſb, having till a carnal Mind, that 
is Enmity againſt GOD ||, and bringing him into 


Captivity to Sin and Death. — He ſees more and more 
that there dwelleth no good Thing in him, —no Love 
of GOD, no true Love of his Neighbour. Above 
all, he is convinced that he has not Faith, —conclud- 


® TIfaiah lxiv. 6. 

+ + Church Catechiſm. Acts iii. 19. 
t Luke ix. 42. 2 : 0 

| Rom. viii. 7. 


ed 


ed 


„ ) | 
ed in Unbelief ||, but waiting only for Faith : That, 
when believing, GOD may have Mercy upon him, 


as upon all Believers ||. He is convinced, that he has 


not a meaning Faith,—not Faith with Power, — not 


HAT FAITH,—that /criptural Faith that faves, — 


that lively, fruitful, Heart. changing, Heart-purifying 
Faith $,—or that Religion of the Heart,—that Faith 
with its Marks and Evidences, or its Redlity, that 
overcometh the World, or (as our Church ſays) that 
fure Truſt and Confidence that our Sins are forgiven, 
from whence flows Love ts GOD's Commandments , 
and, conſequently, this is always ſounding in his Ears, 


He that believeth not ſhall be damned X. 


64. In this Plight of Soul, (for the Spirit, having 
reproved him of Sin, has now wrought in him that 
Repentance whereby he forſakes Sin, or, to ſpeak yet 
greater Words, hates his own Life +,—his natural 
polluted Self; even to the cutting off the Right Hand, 
—the pulling out the Right +, — that Idol, — that 
darling Sin, that has ſo eaſily beſet him) in this State 
of Heart (O myſterious Power of CHRIST's Death!) 
he feels his Want of a Saviour. He now means 
ſomething by JESUS; for he needeth his Salvation. — 


he means ſomething by CHRIST; for he wanteth his 


Union in every Capacity. JESUS CHRIST is 
become precious to him , — to him penitent, and be- 
lieving ſ far; looking fon further Degrees of Faith, 
(from Faith to Faith) crying out with Tears (fo in- 


| 5 Rom xi. 32. 1 1 
Accs xv. 9. 1 John v. 

®. Mark 4. _— ; - 

+ | Luke ix. 23. — xiv. 26, 27. But the haſty 
Juſtification of ſome cannot wait for this Repentance,—theſe 
Drawings of the FATHER,=—this Miniſtry of the Baptiſt, 
this Humiliation under the Curſe of the Law. Let them 
read Iſaiah xxviii. 16, | 

"I I Pet, ii. 7. | . 
| . ſeparable 


Pr 


(382) 
ſeparable are true Faith and Repentance !) Lorp 7 
believe, help thou my Unbelief ! the SpiriT proceeding 
from the FATHER, and drawing him to the SoN |, 
having now. laid him open to the Back * (as the Sa- 


crifices for Sin, under the Law, were) and having 


diſplayed all his ſecret Faults, his hidden Corruptions, 
— having taken, alſo, the Veil from off his imagined 
Goodneſs; and having ſhewn him a View of the 
Juſtice, Holineſs, and Purity of GOD; he plainly 
ſces, that He is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity; 
and that no Evil ſball dwell with Him; and therefore, 


that nothing can ſtand him in any ſtead with ſuch A 


Being, but a Righteouſneſs equal t Himſelf, —a per- 
fect Righteouſneſs, — the Righteouſneſs of GOD t,— 
a Righteouſneſs looking, and then come down from 
Heaven +—that Bleſſing from the LorD | that Righ- 
teouſneſs from the GOD of his Salvation fl In a Word, 
e the Righteouſneſs of o that never ſinned, im- 
puted 4, as it is promiſed, to himſelf. 

65. Now then he comes towards CHRIST, though, 
as he comes, the Devil throw him down; for many 
Difficulties he throws in the coming Sinner's Way. 
But ſuch is his Neceſſity, that on he comes in the 


| Strength of the Lox p: For he ſees that all is 7% 


with him, if he attain not CHRIST, — that he is 
damned both in Time and in Eternity, if he is not 
found in him, not having his own Righteouſneſs, —the 
Righteouſneſs which is v4 the Law, (or, to ſpeak in 
the Language of our Dei/ts,—a (barely) ** moral 
„ ReCtitude, — the eternal Fitneſs of Things)“ but 


THAT which is through the Faith .of CHRIST, 


John vi. 44, 45. 3 
” T6 EXINT evo, Heb. iv, I3. 
++ + Rom. iii. 21. Pialm Ixxxv. 11: = xxiv. 5. 


Þ Rom. iv. 21, — 24, 
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the Righteouſneſs which is of GOD by Faith |, Come 


then at CHRIST he will, he muſt, at all Adventures, 
even at the Loſs of Character, Goods, Liberty, and 
Life, And if he cannot come in at the Door, he 
muſt through the Houfe-Top F ; nay, all the Artifices 
and Stratagems of the Devil can no longer keep him 
from CHRIST,—neither his telling him, „that he 
6 is not / bad, for this he knows to be a Lie.— 


« that he is not as other Men are, for being ſpiri- 


tually convinced; he knows both what is in Man, 
and that he himſelf is the Chief of Sinners: Nor 
(what he as artfully concealed before when he kept the 
Palace in Peace * for fear of awakening him) “ that 


“he is foo great a Sinner, and that it is Preſump- 


tion in ſuch-an-one to come . He now reſiſts the 
Devil; 


| Phil. iii. 9. $ Mar. ii. 4. 

* Luke xi. 21. This is what the Unawakezed, who 
have no Work of Grace in their Hearts, call ** a 
„ Conſcience,” and are ſo happy in. GOD deliver me 
from ſuch a good Conſcience ! No, let me rather be like 
the Demomac in the Goſpel, Mark v. 1,—15. to whom 
the LORD ſays, Come out of him, thou unclean Devil, — 
wallowing and foaming under the Agonies of Conviction: 
For, then, the unclean Spirit will come out of me, and 
hart me not, and I ſhall fit at JESUS's Feet, c/oathed again, 
and in my right Mind. Mark v. 1, —— 16. 

+ The Dew, who is ſtill the ſubtle Serpent, and in Ci- 
vilization, and polite Behaviour, does mimick many Chri- 
ſtian Graces, which zho/e who are lead by him take for 
real Chriſtianity) can perſonate even Humility, though he 
be the Father of Pride. How many thouſand Souls does 
he keep from the Bleſlings of the Goſpel, by telling them 
It is Preſumption in ſuch to come.“ But liſten no longer 
to thine Enemy, thou poor diſcouraged Sinner; own his 
Accuſation of thee to be true: Confeſs that thou art un- 
worthy, and, as ſuch, come. It is no Preſumption to 
accept a Bleſſing freely offered, as the Geſel is. No Man 
this Side Hell, is too great a Sinner for CHRIST to fave, 


provided 
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| ( 
Devil; fights manfully again him, under CHRIST 's 
Banner : And all theſe his Temptations he foils with _ 
the Sword of the SPIRIT, — the Word of GOD : 
Telling him (as his after before him did, on the 
like Occaſion) that It is written : Yea, lt is writ- 
| « ten in the Volume of THE Book, that though I 
| & be a Sinner, yea, a loft Sinner, that CHRIST 


« died to ſave Sinners, —ſuch Sinners! for that He 

* came to ſeek and to ſave that which is loſt T, as I 
& am, till found in Him. It is therefore zo Preſump- 
tion, (though a Blaſphemer, a Perſecutor and inju- 
c rious ||) to come; tor CHRIST invites me, and 
<< the whole Goſpel bids me come.“ 

66. Come then he does, poor in Spirit,—hungring 
and thirſting, —mourning,—travelling, and heavy-la- 
den: Crying aloud (yea fo loud that the Devil runs 

away at his Cry, for he cannot ſtand the Power of 
Prayer) roaring out, through very Diſquietneſs of 
Heart, Save me, O GOD! for the Waters are 
come in even unto my Soul! My GOD, my 
« GOD look upon me! Lox p help me ! For I am 
ce ſo faſt in Priſon that I cannot get forth, being tied 

ce and bound with the Chaim of my Sins. Innume- 
“ rable Troubles are come about me. My Sins 
& have taken ſuch hold of me, that I am not able 
© to look up; yea, they are more in Number than 
6 the Hairs of my Head, and my Heart hath failed 


provided he perſiſt not to fin againſt Conviction, — to pre- 
clude himſelf the one Means of beginning, carrying on, 
and fniſbing che Work of Grace in his Heart, - provided | 
he ſpeak zot againſt that Spirit, that muſt "receive of © 
CHRIST, and fhew, or apply to him, [John xvi. 14.] 
Only then wait thou by Prayer on this Spirit: Look to 
bim for Grace to fee/ that thou art the Chief of Sinners, 
then come, come as ſuch, reenting and believing. 
4 Luke xix. 10. I Tim. i. 13. | 
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* vant! O fay unto my Soul 7 am thy Salvation!“ 


cc 


"© are thy Lips, thou faireſt among ten thouſand !_ 


, 


4 85 
«© me. O Loa p! let it be thy good Pleaſure to de- 
„ liver me. - Make Speed, O Lox to fave me! O 


„G00 make haſte to help me ! From my Enemy. 


«© defend me, O CHRIST ! Graciouſly look upon 
& my Afflictions! Pitifully behold the Sorrows of my 
& Heart! Mercifully forgive the Sins of thy Ser- 


And when ſinking, as it were, under his Burden, he 
can ſcarcely groan out Where is now my. GOD? 
Who, „Who ſhall deliver me from the Body of 
<< this Death?“ The SęIRIT that wrought him to 
this ſelf-ſame Thing, —the SpIR1T that reproved him 
of Sin, —the ſame SPIRIT that before laid him low, 
now raiſes him up, and anſwers his Cry in theWords 
immediately following *, THE GRACE or GOD, 
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST oux Lorp®., 

i Fear not, (now. that thou anſwereſt my Call, by 

4 Repentance) Fear not, I am the Firſt and the Laſt ; 

© am He that liveth and was dead, and behold I am 

* alive for evermore, Amen. And have the Keys o 
Death and of Hell. Fear not, be of goid Cheer, 

&« itis I, —T who have died for thy Sins, and riſen 
again for thy Fuſtification, THEREFORE (now 
that thou believeſt) thy Sins are forgiven thee, and | 
<< AM thy Salvation.” Then, replies he, in Ex- : 
tacy of Joy, that he has found THE SAVIOUR. 
« My LORD and my GOD! thou Deſire of Na- 
« tions, the Deſire of my Soul is to thy Name JE- 
&« SUS: Thou art altogether lovely! Full of Grace 


c thou art precious unto my Soul, for thou haſt pur- 
66 chaſed, nay, given unto me. precious Faith f. I 


© I Xapis Ts Os Mh IHEOY XPIETOY Te Kupie NAW. 
So ſome Copies read the Words, as a direct Anſwer to 
the loſt Sinner's Cry, I bo ſhall deliver ne? The Grace of 
GOD, through FESUS CHRIST our Lord. 
+ 1 Pet. i. 1. | 
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686) 
do, I will love thee, O Loxp my Strength! 
& Thu, LoRD, art my ſtoney Rock, and my De- 
fence, my SAVIOUR, my (30D, and my Might; 
c“ in whom I do, and will truſt. The Horn, alſo, ef 
& my Salvation and my Refuge! I do and will call 
c upon thee, O Lok p, who art worthy to be praiſed, 
6 ſo ſhall I be ſafe from my (ſpiritual) Enemies. 
«© The Sorrows of Death compaſſed me, and the 
& Overflowings of Ungodlineſs made me afraid: 
& The Pains of Hell (even of Sin) came about me; 
© the Snares of Death overtook me: But in (this) 


© my Trouble I called upon the LORD, and com- 


e plained unto my GOD ; and / thou heardeſt my 
& Voice out of thy holy Temple, and my Complaint 
© came before thee: It entered even into thine Ears, 
* for thou haſt faid unto me, (that poor, helpleſs, 
% Paralytick !) Riſe, ariſe from thy Fall; go in Peace, 
6 ſin no more.“ 


67. So cloſely connected are ( what the wiſeof this 


Ther ld call Diſpair and Preſumption ; in Scripture 


Language) Repentance and Pardon, Godly Sorroto and 


| Forgiveneſs of Sin] O how ſhould the Children of 


this World, though much they boaſt of their Know- 
lege and Wiſdom, — how ſhould they, who have never 
heard and learned of the FATHER, come unto the 


Son ? How ſhould the barely orthodox, who place 


Religion in right Opinions only, (which the Devils 


have in a higher Degree than they, as is plain from 
many Paſlages of the Goſpel 15 and who ſpeak againſt 


* Luke iv. 33, 34, 41. Mark v. 7. Mr. Fobn W:/ley, 
in his Sermon on Mark i. 15. ſays, © A Man may be al- 
* mptt as orthodox as ——the Devil (chough indeed not 
* altogether, for every Man errs in ſomething, whereas 
ue can't well conceive him to hold any erroneous Opi- 
* nions) and may all the While be as great a Stranger as 
Le to the Religion of the Heatt, - the Power of Love 
producing Obedience, — Righteouſneſs, and h and 


the 


\ 
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1 | 
the Work of the SPIRIT in its ſeveral Stages? 
How ſhould ſuch (fo ſubtle + not wiſe!) ever enjoy 
the Goſpel, or even be fitted and diſpoſed for its Re- 
ception ? Eſpecially, ſhould I remark farther, that 


there is no coming at the Prize of our high Calling, 


the Head Stone thereof : I mean the Kingdom of 
Grace, — Sanctification,— Purity of Heart, or Holi- 
neſs, that is, true :?moard Religion, overflowing into 
outward, —the Love of GOD and Man, or the re- 
flored Divine Likeneſs: in the Soul, —that there is no 
coming at heſe Bleſſings of the Goſpel without Con- 
viction and Repentance, the % Repentance , and 
Faith and Juftification, For this is the Gaſpel- Order, 
Viz, © That Repentance and Forgiveneſs of Sins 
„ ſhould be preached in his Name: Behold I ſend 
«© my Meſſenger before thy Face. Beginning from 
« the Baptiſm of Fohn.—The Beginning of the Go- 
ſpel of JESUS CHRIST.” [Mart i. 1, Or.] 
<< Repentance towards GOD, and Faith towards 
& our Lord JESUS CHRIST.” — Then, The 


_ ©. Promiſe of the FATHER, or the being endued 


& with Power from on High. — CHRIST is made 
4 unto us, of G O D, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
& CSanctification, and Redemption.” — When he is 
come.— When the SPIRTT (proceeding from the 
FATHER and the SON) comes into any particular 
Soul, (as well as in the miraculous pentecoſtal Deſcent 
on the Church) he will reproue it [ eAcyEe | of or Def.] 
concerning Sin, and Righteouſneſs, and Judgment. — 
The wholeProceſs of the Work of Grace in the Heart! 
Beginning in Condemaation through Unbelief ; going 
on through Repentance to Pardon; and ending in 


+ Gen. ili. 1. 1 Zech. iv. 7. 

| Mels, for Mdaria, the after or new Mind, is 
but another Word for (the End of the Goſpel) Sancfifica- 
tion; or the higheſt Degree of Chriſtian Perfection. 


H 2 Judgment 


* 


(38) 
Judgment on the Devil. — the Deſtruction of his King- -* 
dom, or Victory over Sin and Satan 8. 

68. Now, then, the convicted of Sin, being juſti- 
fied by Faith, has Peace with GO D, through our 
Lord FESUS CHRIST *. The Prodigal being 
come to himſelf, and having (now at length) eſcaped 
from the polite Citizen the Devil, — his Employment, 
and his Wages, is come to, and accepted of, his Fa- 
ther ;—the Dead is alive,—the Lot is found, He 
has now received the free Gift, not due to any Merit 
of his Works; for he never could work acceptably till 
 20w,—now that he is forgiven, —now that he is /aved 
from the Wrath of GOD. And in this Senſe that 
Goſpel Church calls good Works the FRI TS of Faith, 
as following AFTER this Fuſtification +, he therefore 
looks upon them as lighter than the Duſt of the Ba- 
Jance in the Scale of Fuſtification; and yet does them, 
and continues to do them, or cannot but do them, 
becauſe he loves. Having received, I ſay, the Gift of 
Righteouſneſs, he rejoices in CHRIST his Saviour; 
and now experiences (what the ſelf-righteous Phari- 
fees of our Day murmur at as a Shame to CHRIST) 
that this Man receiveth Sinners (penitent, broken- 
hearted Sinners) and eateth with them. — That he came 
not to call the Righteous [ Deiſts] but Sinners to Repen- 
tance, That Publicans and Harlots enter in before 
THEM j.— That wHosSoEVER (what a Word is that 
to the Chief of Sinners I) believeth on him ſhall not 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life \|. — That him that 
cometh to Him, He will in 3 caſt out, — That he 

is able to ſave to the uttermaſt. For that he himſelf is 
ſaved from Guilt; from Fear; from Dread; from 


See John xvi. 8. 1 John v. 4, 5. 
* Rom. v. 1. 


+ See the XIIth Article, | 
I Match. xxi. 28,33. John iii. 15, 16. 
| | 155 the 
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the Curſe of the Law; from Sin &; from this pre. 
ſent evil World ; having Faith the Victory that over- 
cometh it d. He finds, that CHRIST is the End of 
the Law for Righteouſneſs to every one that believeth : 
For that he died for their Sins and roſe again for their 
Juſtification, Having Redemption through his Blood, 
even the Forgiveneſs of his Sins , and being juſtified 
by Faith, he is filled with a Peace of GOD that paſo 
ſeth all (barely human) Under/tanding. — What the 
[natural] eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard; nor hath © 


entered into SUCH Heart to conceive. | 


69. Nor is all this bare Opinion with him, or emp- 
ty fruitleſs Speculation, as is the unhappy, dead Faith 
of outward Profeſſors, (that poor Profeſſion: that, with 


the dead Fiſh, is carried down the Stream of the 


World, whereas the Confeſſion of CHRIST enableth 
living Believers to ſwim: againſt it) neither is it (for. 
they muſt always go together, ſo nearly reſembling 
one another) the anoperative, unaffetting, unchanging, 
good for nothing, Faith of ſome others, who would 
be thought ſomewhat,. and yet make void the Law 
through. ſuch Faith +; whereas: the true Believer's 


Faith tabliſbeth it F Theſe, TI mean, who talk the 


felf Contradiction of an abſolute, irreſpective Cove 
nant, — ſetting aſide all Conformity thereto in the Heart, 
Vall Eyfect in the Life ;—negleQing, if not con- 
temning the myſterious Efficacy. (Virtue gone out f 
CHRIST T1) derived on the /ingle-eyed Soul, from 


the Conception and Birth, the Death and Reſurrection, 
of CHRIST: Or the being baptized inte them ||— 


Annulling the choice ChataQters of GOD's People; 
not only the Fear of his Servants, but the Love of. 


— 


FF Matth. i. 21. Gal. i. 4. 1 John v. 4, & | 
Coll. i. 14. Epi. 77 | | 
++ Rom. ut. 31. 1 Luke viii. 46. 


. 
1 
: 
* 
®. 
* 
3. 
* 
* 


(90) 
his Children : For Love there cannot be, no more 
than Juſtification, without Obedience; nor Obedience 
without Law F. His Faith, I fay, is neither empty 
Notion, nor /ifele/s Perſuaſion. He not only believes, 
(for Opinion is of little Power) but he /o believes, — 
by the HOLY GHOST, calling CHRIST his Lord, 
—THE CHRIST or GOD! Fl:þb and Bliod having 
not revealed it to him, but bis Father which is in Hea- 
wer. Much leſs does his Faith bring with it gloomy 
Ideas of Diſguſt and Diſcontent ; of Auſterity and 
Melancholy; of Pain and Torment * ; as to the*na- 
tural Man it does. But it is Sub/ftance and Evidence F. 
—It is Reality and Power, for it is a perfect Know- 
lege of, and Experience in, the Myſteries of FESUS 
CHARIST:—lt is Cheerfulneſs and Delight: It is 
Rejoicing and Happineſs : For the Love of GOD is 
fhed abroad in his Heart, by the HOLY GHOST, 
which is given unto him; and this Love is the fulfil- 
ing of the whole Law. THIS is Love, that he keep- 


eth his Commandments, which are no longer grie- 


vous 1; as they plainly are to the now mentioned 
Antinomian Spirit 4. Yea, through Faith he ga- 
9 1 John v. z. i 

* Mark v. 7. „ 

11 Pſalm cxix. 165, Great is the Peace which they 
a ve who love thy Law, and THEY are nat offended at it. 
How inſeparable does the Church of England make Juſti- 

fication and the Love of GOD,—that is, Obedience 
to his Fill or Law ! Take one Inſtance out of many, in 
her Collect for the 14th Sanday after Trinity, that we 
may obtain that which thou doſt promiſe [Pardon, 
Peace, Holinefs ] make us to love that which thou doſt 
command.“ Sure ſhe is the moſt primitive Church now 
in Being! As there can be no Deiſt or Papiſt of her Com- 
munion, fo neither can there be an Antinomian. And yet 
how many of each Denomination are hypocritical Preten- 
ders to her ! O GOD cleanſe and defend thy Church ! 


25 | bliſheth 


(a Ot 
Miſheth.the Law: Even Fa firft and great Dana 
ment: For he loveth the Logn his "GOD with all. 
his Soul, and with all Strength; and the ſecond; 
which is like unto it, for he loveth his Neighbour aß 
himſelf; and, conſequently, © doth unto all Men as 
he would they ſhould do unto him.“ 80; being 
taught the Way hero j namely, by the Power of Faith, 
he proveth the Words of Hir who came not to dom 
Jirey but (thus alſo) to fahl the Law. If thou wilt 
enter into Life, keep the Commandments.” O bleſſed * 
Goſpel ! worthy of GOD | faving Man, by enablins 
him to love and obey his GOD! Mercy: and Truth- 
are met together; Righteouſneſs: and Peace have kiſſed 
each. other ! Ab is the Righteouſneſs of GOD re- 
vealed from Faith to Faith, — from ping to ſanc= _ 
tifying Faith, — Faith, with all its £ Hel, —its Marks 
and Evidences, upon the Heart I hat true in:20ard 
and outward,. ſub/tantial, converting, operatide Reli- 
gion: Faith working by Love, — Faith and Practice, 
(or Chriſtian Morality) ever inſeparable | ! So vifi- 
ble in that Faith which our LorD regards “, and 
ſpoke by the SPIRIT of GOD in the Soul, to 
make the Man of GOD, — the Chriſtian, complete in 
CHRIST; and furniſhed to every good Thought, 
and Word. and Work: Yea more than fo, being 
qualified (through his Image reftored ) to enjoy GOD 

ever | 

70. Thus have I endeavoured. to ſhew, how all 
Mankind, Heathen, Few, and Chriſlian, (the Few 
himſelf by believing)—how all Mankind may be ſaved 
by uſeing (for to him that hath ſhall be given) their ſe- 
veral Allotments of I and Grace, — how they 


1 Matth, xii. 33. XILh Article. 
S For when he ſaw this (their working) F aith, he ſaid 


unto him, Man, ty Sins are forgiven thee. 


5 may 
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8 vation,” as St. Jude calls it, may be enabled, 


5 B through preventing, juſtifying, ſa [andifying Grace 1, 
: repair. the Damage of their Fall from GOD, ſo 


through the one MEDiaTtoR, who is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life ; they may, in ſpite of the 
Devil, eome again to GOD; for he is our Peace, — 
our wiver/al Peace, who hath made all one, as he is 
the Saviour of al Men, eſpecially of all that believe: 


; Yea, /o come unto GOD, that they may live with 
Him, both in this World and that which is to come. 
Al Mankind, I fay, except the wilfully wicked 


Chriſtian, who continues to abuſe that Grace he may 
have, —except the Der? or miſtaten Chrittian, —the 


felf-righteous Phariſee, who, in his own Independence 


and rebellious Self /ufficzency, (as of old) ſhuts his 


Eyes w:{fully againſt the Light he lives under, —look- | 


ing out of his own proper "Sphere into Nature, and 
preſuming to ſave himſelf by ſomething, that Man 
can do, in Neglect, if not Contempt, of the Grace 
and Power of the Goſpel 1. For that Jews and Cen- 
tles, as well as Chriſtians, (who by Nature are no 
better) are contained in the Goſpel Promiſe, is plain 
not only from the. exten/zvely gracious Deſign thereof, 


as has been ſaid ; but from that Word of GOD, chat 
in CHRIST all Nations of the Earth ſhould be Meſſed, | 
but more particularly yet, from the whole Chapter 
from whence 1 have taken my Text, with the 5 


neckion of which J will cloſe All. 


+ + I ſay Wl Grace /#//, with 1 even to the Hea- 
then, for Man, of himſelf, can do no Good ; and the 
natural Conſcience is a lower Degree of Grace, without 


which the reaſonable Creature is in many Things anrea- 
- ſonable. 


4 Rom. i. 16. 


71. In 
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71. In the eleventh Verſe the Apo/ilt begins to 
make his Application te the converted Zphefians, who 


(like unawakened Chriſtians) bad (before their Day of 


Grace, or rather before they had Ears to hear, or 
Hearts to receive it) been dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins : 
or he draws Inferences from what he hag. ſaid in the 
former Part of the Chapter BY SELL 


72. Wherefore, ſays he, Remembe hat ye being 


in Time paſt (namely, when ye worlhipped the 


great GopDess DIANA || ) Gentiles in the, Fleſh, 
who are called Uncircumciſion, [ Heathens] by that 


which is called Circumciſion [Fews] in ,the Fleſh, *© 


made by Hands, [being not that true, inward, Chris, 


tian Circumciſion of a penitent, broken, believing, *.._ 
juſtified, and therefore loving, Heart] that at that Time 
ye were xwps XPIETOY, without CHRIST, [the ge- 


neral Reaſon why Chriſtians (ſo called) eſpecially are 


"without GOD in the World] and, therefore, Aliens 


from the Commonwealth of Iſrael, and Strangers 
from the Covenants of Promiſe [or promiſed Cove- 
nants of Pardon, Peace, and Holineſs to Believers] 
and therefore, alſo, without Hope, yea, [ Abo, ] 
WITHOUT GOD in THE WokLD. 

73. But now [ now that ye believe in JESUS 


CHRIST, and ſo no longer without GOD] ye who 


ſometime [namely in your Unbelief ] were @ far off, 


are now (being quickened) made nigh by the Blood 
of CHRIST. For he [through it] is our Peace, 


who hath made both [Jew and Gentile] one; and 
hath broken down the middle Wall of Partition be- 
tween us, having aboliſhed in his Fleſh the Enmity 
[that 2w/? ſubſiſt between the Juſtice of GOD, till 
ſatisfied and appeaſed, and the Sin of Man, till at- 


- toned for, — that my? ſubmit between the holy Will 


or Law of GOD, and the rebellious polluted Will 


* 


Acts xix. 26, 27, 34. | g 
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of Man, till reduced] even the Law of Command- 
ments, contained in Ordinances, | which more pecu- 
liarly begat and maintained Enmity between Few and 
Gentile, till CHRIST, the Sub/ance of theſe Figures 
and Shadows, and the ENp of the Ceremonial” Lato, 
put an End to them by the Sacrifice of himſelf ] for 
to make in himſelf, of twain one new Man, [the 
Church, for fo is CHRIST +] fo making Peace; 
and that he might reconcile 5:th unto GOD in one 
Body by the Croſs, having ſlain the Enmity thereby; 
and came and preached Peace to you [ Epheſian Gen- 


tiles] which were a far off, and to them that were 


nigh [ſeven the Jes in Covenant with him before 


of old] fos through Him we both [becoming of, 


CHRIST Chriſtians} have Acceſs, by one SPIRIT, 


unto the Fa TREE, [that as in Adam all died, ſo in 


CHRIST may all be made alive]. 

74. Now therefore [now that ye are quickened, 
having been dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins; — now that 
ye are quickened Zegether with CHRIST *, — now 
that ye are dead to Sin, through his Death *, being 
baptized into it, yea, being buried with him in Bap- 
t:/m *; now, further, that ye are raiſed up toge- 
ther *, and made to ſit together in heavenly Places 
ſor Things] in CHRIST JESUS * :—Now that by 

| ; - 26 Grace 

+ 1 Cor. xii. 12. SY 

* ®* ® * In what ſtrong Terms is ſaving (I ſay not 
juſtifying) Faith expreſſed ! For the Believer goes from 
Faith to Faith. — All implying the Neceſſity of the Belie- 
ver's Conformity to every Step of CHRIST*'s Mediation, 


or driniing into the Myſteries thereof, his Birth, Life, 


Death, and Reſurrection! And indeed all Believers of 
Chriſtians 4o. But outward Profeſſors, ſelf-righteous 


Deifts, and ab/olute Gaſpellers, defire to be excuſed. Our 


Church (in her Office of Baptiſm particularly). means all 
this Conformity to CHRIST, even to a Death unto Sin, 
and a zex Birth uuto Rightcouſneſs,—as THAT in which 

| the 
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Grace ye are ſaved, through Faith, and that. not of 
yourſelves, for it is the Gift ef GOD : Not of Works 
leſt any Man ſhould boaſt : For we eur ſelves are his 
Mortmanſbip, created in CHRIST FESUS unto 
good Works; that we ſhould walk [converſe or live] . 
in them. LS 
75. Now, in a Word, that ye receive all theſe 
Bleſſings of the Goſpel, — noto, now, ye are therefore 
- no more Strangers and Foreigners, but fellow Citi- 
; zens with the Saints, and of the Houſhold of GOD, 
and are built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles - 
and Prophets, JESUS CHRIST himſelf being the 
Chief Corner Stone; in whom all the Building 
[Church of Fews and Gentiles] fitly framed together, 
-groweth unto a holy Temple in the Lord ; in whom 
vou alſo are builded together for an Habitation of 
GOD, through the SPIRIT,—that CHRIST dwel- 
ling in your Hearts by Faith, and ye (accordingly) 
being rooted and grounded in Love, may be able to 
comprehend, with all [other] Saints, what is the 
Breadth, and Length, and Depth, and Height ; and 
to know the Love of CHRIST which paſſeth Know- 
| lege, that ye may be filled with all the Fulne/s of 
GOD +, which in the firſt Creation, and before the 
Fall, ye had but a Portion of. | | 


76. Now 


the Eſſence both of Faith and Baptiſm conſiſts. Who 
need wonder then, — that Difenfers of all Denominations 
(would to GO the ſame might not be ſaid of ſome of 
her own (diſſenting) Members ! are offended at Her mean- 
Ar ing /o much ! See Liturgy, By tbe Myſtery of, &c. Thankſ- 
» | & iving in the Concluſion of the Office of Publick Baptiſm 
97 Inf ants, and Collect for Eaſer Even. ; : 
- . + What an Expreſſion is that! Proving ſurely that 
Man was made in the Divine Image, ——that, as ſuch, 
Notbing teſs than GOD can i his Soul, — that there- | 
| fore Believers (as St :Luke- ſpeaks) are filled with the 5 
HOLY GHOST, — and that Man (ſuch Power belong- 
| 125 ea 
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Breath of Life, and Man became a living Soul.” O { 


For ſending in JESUS Salvation by Grace. 
II . 
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76. Now to Him, that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that ye aſk or think, according 
to the Power that worketh | theſe Goſpel Bleſſings] in 
us.—Unto Him be Glory in the Church by CHRIST 
JESUS, throughout all Ages, World without End. 
Amen. CS 
eth to GOD to bring Good out of Evil!) Man reſtored 
in F ESUS CHRIST, has a nearer Fellowſhip, and larger 
Communion, with GOD than before his Fall! For cer- * 
tainly this high Prize of our Calling, — this one Thing 
neceſſary, — this great End of the Goſpel, ** to be filled 
« with all the Fulneſs of GOD,” is a greater Vouch- 
ſafement than that“ He breathed into his Noſtrils the 


what great Things are we called to? See that we make 
our Calling ſure by anſwering it; even by Repentance _ 
and Faith—by dying and riſing i» and, wvieh CHRIST! | 


_— 


A HYMN to the TRINITY; 
ATHER of Mankind, Be ever ador'd : 


Thy Mercy we find, In ſending our Logd _ 
'To ranſom and bleſs us: Thy Goodneſs we praiſes, 5 


. 
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O So of his Love, Who deignedfi to die, 
Our Curſe to remove, Our Pardon to buy; 
Accept our Thankſgiving, Almighty to fave, ©: 
Who openeſt Heaven, To All that beligue. : 

O SpigiT of Love, Of Health, and of Power, 
'Thy Working we prove, Thy Grace we adorez _ 
Whoſe inward Revealing Applies: our Log D's Blood, 
Begetting, and ſealing Us Children of GG. 
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